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THe WEExK’s MEETINGS. 


The veterinary meetings which occupied the first 
half of this week in London were highly successful 
upon the whole. The one thing we could have 
wished for was a larger muster of members; for 
none of the attendances could be called more than 
fair, and one or two were distinctly poor. But in 
every case the spirit of the members made up for 
any deficiency in numbers. 

On Monday afternoon the new Association of 
Veterinary Inspectors met for a comparison of 
experience of the Tuberculosis Order; and _ this 
proved very valuable. No doubt the proceedings 
will be reported ; and all we need say of them now 
is that the discussion amply justified the existence 
of a Society composed wholly of veterinary 
inspectors, and concerned with their special work 
alone. Such an Association has now become a 
necessity to us. 

On Tuesday, the ‘“ National” meetings com- 
menced. In the morning the first place was given 
to Dr. Griffiths’ paper on “The form of the foot of 
the Shire horse’’—in some respects the most note- 
worthy paper presented this year. It consisted of 
original observations, which were well received by 
the members, and which certainly deserve follow- 
ing up in the future. So far as we know, Dr. 
Griffiths’ views are quite new; and many of our 
members have opportunities of testing them. 

The afternoon was devoted to Mr. Henry Gray’s 
paper ‘Do we need a new Degree?” This pro- 
duced a brisk discussion in which the bulk of the 
speakers inclined to the view that a Public Health 
Degree on the lines already projected by the Council 
is needed—thus answering the question in the 
affirmative. 

The annual banquet was held that evening, and 
was more than successful. The attendance was 
just over ninety, ladies being well represented ; and 
a not very long toast list, with some particularly 
good music, helped to make the function one of the 
most pleasant ever held by the “ National.” 

On Wednesday morning we had Mr. Livesey’s 
paper on “ Gastric and Intestinal Disease in Dogs” 
—a clinician’s subject, which was well discussed 
without revealing any great differences of opinion 
amongst the speakers. In the afternoon the final 
paper was taken, ‘“ The Milk Bill and the Tubercu- 
losis Oider,” by Mr. Male. Very often the final 
afternoon of a ‘ National” programme is marked 
by a little visible slackening in the interest of mem- 
bers. This one certainly was not, for Mr. Male’s 
paper evoked a most lively and interesting discus- 
sion, which could probably have been prolonged for 
another hour or more had time permitted. But 


| minated, and then the usual votes of thanks brought 
this year’s ‘* National” meetings to an end. 

This was the thirty-first general meeting of the 
‘‘National,” and the first under the new rules of 
affiliation. Next year the usual gathering will not 
be held. At the time of the International Veteri- 
nary Congress, there will be a formal meeting of 
the “‘ National” for necessary business and to elect 
officers for another year, in accordance with the 


rules. Thus all members may be free to concen- 
trate their attention upon the International 
Congress. 


For the next two years, then, the “ National” 
will have little to do beyond continuing, through its 
Council, to act as the centre of the organisation of 
the Societies. The place of the 1915 reunion will 
be chosen, and officers elected, at the brief business 
meeting of next year. Meanwhile, last year’s 
officers have all been re-elected for the quiet twelve 
months of 1913-1914—with one addition. It has 
been decided to add to the working staff an assist- 
ant secretary, and Mr. W. L. Harrison has been 
elected. Frequenters of the ‘“ National” meetings 
know quite well that the selection was made on 
account of the capacity which Mr. Harrison has 
already shown as Local Secretary at more than one 
reunion. 





ANTHRAX IN ELEPHANTS. 


Before describing this .outbreak, which occurred 
in two herds of elephants grazing in the forest two 
days march from Toungoo, I must attempt to give 
some idea of the manner in which the elephants 
under my supervision are kept, and then you may 
make allowances for any omissions in the manner 
of diagnosis or treatment or prophylactic measures. 
In the first the animals live entirely in the 
jungle, the distance away from headquarters vary- 
ing from two days march the nearest camp, to 
twelve days march the furthest camp. The 
animals during the off season (March, April, and 
May) are caught by their riders once a day and 
brought into camp, and again set free into the 
jungle to graze, after this cursory inspection by the 
head rider or Sinok. There is no such thing as 
stabling or keeping an animal under observation 
for any lengthened period. With these few facts in 
mind I will proceed with the description of the 
outbreak. 

April 24th.—Blood smears received, taken from 
elephant that had died suddenly two days pre- 
viously. After microscopic examination, diagnosis 
Anthrax. Two more sets of blood smears coming 
later in the day from the same area confirmed my 





time did not permit—the discussion had to be ter- 
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April 25th.—After forced marching, arrived here 
in the infected area. Another elephant “K” 
reported ill. On seeing the animal, in semi-dark- 
ness, find him very weak, leaning against a tree on 
the bank of the stream; owing to darkness I was 
unable to make a thorough inspection of the animal. 
He appeared dull, haggard look on the face, penis 
pendulous, eyes running, and behind the shoulder 
on the right side, at about the region of the lower 
border of the scapula, was a small well-defined 
swelling, which was hot and painful to the touch. 
The animal was lame, and disinclined to move the 
right foreleg. I was unable to get this animal's 
temperature as he was a vicious beast and would 
not allow it. Blood smears were taken, and J 
found anthrax bacilli (few) present in the blood, 
taken at seven o'clock this evening. 

April 26th—*K” reported to have died at 
about 2 o’clock this morning; slides taken imme- 
diately after death show large numbers of bacilli. 
Went to see the carcase; the animal had died in a 
kneeling position, the mouth, eyes, penis, and anus 
all showing evidences of discharges. The carcase 
was burnt whole, and remains covered with quick- 
lime. The animal’s tracks were followed up for 
two days by men with instructions to burn and 
disinfect all dung. 

“§.” Female elephant, caught this morning. 
Symptoms: dullness, disinclination to move, eyes 
running,-watery discharge, excessive flow of saliva, 
urination frequent and large in amount, feces 
normal in appearance, small amount, small well- 
detined swelling behind the right shoulder, hot and 
painful to the touch. Jaw pendulous and body 
temperature uneven; again unable to get tempera- 
ture. The Sinok (head man) reports that when the 
animal was caught yesterday evening he noticed 
this small swelling, which did not appear to cause 
the animal any inconvenience. To-day the animal 
is decided lame. Instructions were given to chain 
the animal to a tree and foment this small swell- 
ing with hot water all day and every day until 
animal dies, or, which I did not then think possible, 
recovers. Slides taken, but no bacilli found. The 
area round about where she is tied up is being 
burnt over, and any feces she may pass disinfected 
at once, food and water is being carried to her. 

“G.” Large tusker, reported with similar symp- 
toms to “S” this morning. Slides taken, but do 
not show any bacilli; animal too far away to visit. 

April 27th.—“G@”’ died 3 o'clock this afternoon; 
slides taken show Anthrax bacilli. “S” still ill. 
Swelling on side increasing in size and extending 
down towards sternum. To-day all the rest of the 
elephants (10) that had been in contact, are moved 
one day’s march away from this area, and each tied 
up to a tree in the forests, one mile apart, with two 
men to attend to each animal. This necessitated 
my shifting camp from the place where “§ ”’ is tied 
up, in order to daily go round the segregated 
animals. 

April 28th.—No more cases apparent yet. 
reported still alive, swelling increasing. 

April 29th. —- Inspected whole of segregated 
animals this morning. “M,” female elephant, 
shows small well-defined swelling behind right 
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shoulder, and was slightly lame. Temperature 101. 
waterly discharge from eyes, swelling painful and 
three inches indiameter; animal is tied up, and hot 
fomentations are to be applied continually. 

April 30th.—Inspected whole of segregated 
animals. 

“D” was in “musth,” but to-day the musth 
glands have suddenly ceased discharging. 

“M.” Swelling on right side enlarged, 8in. to 
10in. in diameter, animal apparently healthy and 
lively but very lame. Unable to get temperature. 

«§." Swelling has burst in three places. I am 
unable to go and see the animal myself. 

“DP.” Rider came in this evening reporting that 
a small swelling had appeared behind his right 
shoulder, and animal seems to bein pain. There 
was no sign of a swelling this morning. 

May 1st.—“D.” At 6.30 a.m. animal in great 
pain, lying down and rising continually ; eyes run- 
ning copiously and “ musth” glands discharging 
freely, haggard countenance, penis pendulous, and 
lower jaw dropped. 

“M.” Still eating and lively, swelling greatly 
increased, extending beneath the chest and between 
the fore-legs, cold and slightly painful to the touch. 
Fomentations stopped, still lame; unable to get 
temperature. 

“DP.” Twelve o’clock mid-day, rider reports 
death. 

May 2nd.—“*M.” 
break. 

May 3rd.—*M.” Still lively and eating ; swel- 
ling cold and painless, only slightly painful in the 
region of the original small swelling. Animal set 
free to graze on far side of stream. Rest of 
elephants moved a day’s march further up stream 
and set free to graze as usual, as I consider the 
danger of a further outbreak past, after seven days 
strict segregation. 

May 4th.—*M.” Still the same; swelling being 
treated with tinct. iodi., and is slightly reduced. 
Lameness gone. Shifted camp back to the area 
where “S”’ is tied up. Still alive. Visited “S” 
and find swelling has burst in three places, a stink- 
ing discharge is issuing, vagina is slightly prolapsed 
and greatly swollen, animal very thin and miserable, 
men have been neglecting the animal and were 
severely handled in consequence (the only way to 
get things done out here). Sore and vagina thor- 
oughly cleansed and disinfected, and animal properly 
fed and watered. 

May 7th.—Returned to Toungoo. 

May 26th.—Again inspected “ 8” and “ M,” both 
animals have quite recovered. ‘“S” has still two 
unhealed sores on the lower portion of the chest 
wall, and as she is an old animal (about 50 years) 
these will take some time to heal. “ M” is again 
fit for work. She is quite a young animal about 
25 years old. 

I have no doubt that these animals “S” and 
“ M ” have recovered from anthrax, although I did 
not find bacilli in the blood taken from them, this 
fact not being unusual as the bacilli are not present 
in the blood, to any great extent, until just before 
death. 

In the other cases “KK” died in about 60 hours 


Still lively. No further out- 
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after showing the first symptoms, and six hours 
before death I found anthrax bacilli present in his 
blood. 

“G” died roughly in 48 hours after the first 
symptoms were seen. 

“DPD died in less than 24 hours after showing 
the first symptoms. This was probably due to the 
animal being fairly old (45), and his resistance to 
disease must have been greatly reduced as he was 
in “musth,” a period in which the elephant 
seems to undergo some great change. 

For staining slides | used M‘Fadyean’s Poly- 
chrome methylene blue, Johne's Anthrax stain 
(2 per cent. Gentian violet), Leishman’s, and 
Giemsa’s stain: the two latter being modifications 
of Romanowski’s stain. 

I enclose three photographs showing our method 
of travelling about the jungle. 


G. G. Howarp, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 


Toungoo, Burma. June 13. 


GOITRE (STRUMA MOLLIS) IN PUPPIES. 


Some three months ago I was asked to look at a 
litter of eight pedigree Airedale puppies, four 
months old. I found all to be affected to a greater 
or lesser extent with goitre. The hypertrophied 
thyroids varied in size from an orange down to 
that of a golf ball. In all cases both glands were 
affected, though not necessarily equally so. The 
swellings were soft, elastic, and not nodulated. 

History.—The pups had been well cared for, and 
were in good condition. They had plenty of fresh 
air and exercise, and were born and had remained 
in a place well above sea level. 

Miller states heredity in young animals is a 
predisposing cause (struma congenita). I therefore 
examined both parents very carefully, but they were 
perfectly healthy, though, of course, this does not 
disprove the case being one of heredity. 

Treatment.—Grs. 3 Potass. iod. daily in milk, 
water to be boiled ; externally Lodine ointment to 
the swellings, and half a thyroid from a freshly 
killed sheep for each pup daily. 

Result.—The swellings after five or six days 
started to subside, and in three weeks had dis- 
appeared, leaving the thyroids normal, and now, 
some nine weeks later, there is no trace of re- 
currence. 

It is an open question whether these puppies 
would not have recovered spontaneously—not hav- 
ing had previous experience of a similar case I offer 
no opinion; nor am I prepared to affirm that the 
treatment was responsible for the rapid cure; it 
was simply based on the lines of the orthodox 
treatment for human beings. The result was 
certainly surprisingly satisfactory, and as I fancy 
the condition is not a common one, I record it. 

E. S. GILLETT, A.v.C. 


Saharanpur, India. July 1. 





A MULE MARE WITH FOAL. 


A report appeared in one of the local papers 
(Greek) that a mule had foaled. As this is con- 
sidered almost an impossibility it was received with 
unbelief. The Government here, being interested 
ordered me to proceed and examine it. I will con- 
fess 1 proceeded biassed against the idea, as | have 
been in similar cases before but never found them 
true. 

On 5th of present month I examined it and found 
it agenuine mule. Should say it was bay with 
black points, six years, 23-25h.h. This foal is the 
second: the first was a filly, last year. This one is 
a male. The first died after two months, the 
second lives. The mule was bred from a she-donkey, 
and the foals from her are by a jack donkey. No 
special marks or stripes; and in my opinion a very 
good type of mule. I may say that the Island is 
noted for its good mules and I examine many. 

Circumference of knee 11 inches. 
Length of metacarpal 7 
Circumference of sub-carpal Sa 

This is by no means the average of our donkey 
measurements. The mule was giving milk, and | 
saw the foal suckling. The foal somewhat. re- 
sembles a young donkey, but bigger. I leave it to 
scientists to account for, but can vouch for the 
dam being a genuine she-mule. 

I enclose a photo. 


” 


G. J. HARVEY, M.R.C.V.S. 
Government Veterinary Surgeon. 
Nicosia, Cyprus. July 16. 


COCCIDIOSIS IN CATTLE IN 
NORTH DEVON. 


By R. G. Livton, m.R.c.v.s., Barnstaple. 


This condition is considered distinctly rare in 
Great Britain, but probably many outbreaks occur, 
and their true cause is overlooked on this account. 

As most practitioners are aware, the class of 
protozoons known as the coccidia is the cause of 
serious outbreaks of disease in rabbits, and occa- 
sionally in pheasants, turkeys, and other farm- 
yard poultry. An excellent account of the coccidi- 
oses, written by H. Gray, is to be found in Hoare’s 
System of Veterinary Medicine, 1913. 

A considerable amount of doubt seems to exist 
as to the identity of the various species of coccidia 
which have been named by different authors. 
Dotlein (Lehrbuch der protozooen Kunde) a well 
known German protozoologist, is of opinion that 
Cocci tenellum, U. avium, C. perforatum, are one and 
the same parasite, affecting almost all classes of 
birds. C. oviforme, perforans, or cuniculi he con- 
siders to be a distinct variety, and further to be the 
same as the parasite described as C. bovis by many. 
veterinary authors (Railliet, Jowett, Ostertag) 
These details though most important can only be 
decided by careful research, and the writer is here 
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only concerned with the clinical features of the 
present outbreak. 

With regard to the disease in this country the 
only mention of its occurrence I have been able to 
find is by Gair, of Cononbridge, Ross-shire (Journal 
of Comparative Path. and Therap., vol. xi., p. 171 
et seq.) 

In this outbreak several animals were attacked, 
and of these some showed peculiar features. There 
was a suppuration of the udder, and a swelling of 
the fore and hind limbs terminated above, quite 
sharply, by the knee and hock. Specimens of 
one case were forwarded to M‘Fadyean, who 
states in a footnote to Gair's article that he found 
numerous coccidia in scrapings from the mucous 
membrane of the portion of the large intestine sent 
him. As to the species of coccidium he makes no 
mention, though Gair speaks of them as C. oviforme. 
The cases occurred in Polled-Angus cattle, but cocci- 
dia only appear to have been definitely found in one 
case. 

All the cases which have come under my own 
observation have occurred in Devons, and the | 
affected area lies roughly inside a triangle, of which | 
the angles lie at Lynton, Barnstaple and Ilfracombe, 
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andthe history of the outbreaks can best be followed 
by reference to the accompanying map. 

The disease, or rather the appearance of cases of 
dysentery in cattle and young stock cach summer, 
seems to have been familiar to some farmers in this 
district for many years. My attention was first called 
to itin July, 1911. Atthistime! was consulted about 
an animal on farm X. showing the following symp- 
toms: arched back, straining, profuse diarrhcea, 
feces freely mixed with blood, and temperature 
slightly raised. The case was treated as one of 
acute digestive disturbance. The animal died afew 
days later, and I was unable to make a post mortem 
examination. 

In 1912 an outbreak occurred on Farm A. The 
owners had been in possession here for about 14 
years, and had not encountered any similar trouble 
with their cattle. The affected animals were pas- 
tured on high dry land marked on map A.(pasture). 
They were found ill and brought back to the farm, 


| where out of eight affected three died. The symp- 
| toms shown were the same as in the case above, 


while in addition tympany was present in two or 
three of the affected beasts, and the temperature 
rose to 105°F. No post-mortem examination was 
made. 
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Early in the present year I mentioned these cases | interest to note that | have at present a three-year- 
to my friend, Mr. G. L. Ingram, when consulting|old in-calf cow showing painful swelling of the 
him about the occurrence of Johne’s disease in the | limbs, marked mammitis, a temperature of 105° F. 
neighbourhood, and at his suggestion I was led to| and some difficulty in rising, but up to now no 
examine the feces of the cattle for coccidia at the| signs of diarrhea. This case is some ten miles 


first outbreak this summer. 
The first case this year was seen on farm B. 


| from the affected area. 
| From a meat inspection standpoint, Ostertag 


(separated from farm A. by one field) in a heifer 18 | (Handbook of Meat Inspection) mentions that the 


months old, and later another case occurred in a 
young steer 14 months old. The owners have been 
on this farm for 30 years and have never seen any 
animals with a similar illness. There are about 15 
adult animals, and the same number of young stock 
on the farm. 

Rabbits are plentiful on both farms, and there is 
a large number of pheasants in the neighbourhood, 
but no history of disease in either. Sheep, pigs, 
and poultry on these farms are also healthy. 

The heifer was bought as a calf from a farmer in 
the same village. When first seen by me on July 
3rd she showed symptoms of cerebral trouble. She 
was restless, bored with her head against a wall, had 
incomplete control of her limbs, and profuse bloody 
diarrheea. Her temperature was 102°5 F., and her 
heartbeats weak and irregular. 

On making a microscopic examination of the 
feces, innumerable oocysts could be seen in every 
field, no stain being necessary. This animal died 
on the morning of July 6th, and a post-mortem 
examination was made the next day, portions of the 
various organs being preserved. 

A second case occurred on this farm a few days 
later in a yearling, the only symptoms being dysen- 
tery and a slight grinding of the teeth. The tem- 


perature was 102-5 F. This animal has gradually | 


recovered. 

The next cases occurred at Farm C., the animals 
being pastured at C. pasture. Two yearlings were 
first attacked. Again the temperatures were 
normal, and no other symptoms were apparent 
except the diarrhoea and passage of blood with arch- 
ing of the back and some straining at each motion 
of the bowels. Out of six yearlings on the pasture 
four were taken ill, brought home to the farm, and 
isolated. They are now convalescent. In all cases 
coccidia have been present in the feces in great 
numbers. The owner has frequently had the 
disease on his farm, and has lost a lot of young 
animals owing to it. 

I shot a few rabbits on the farm and found the 
livers of three half-grown ones to be extensively 
infected with oval coccidia. 

More recently I have been called to farm D. 
This adjoins C. pasture, and the owner has no re- 
collection of any such affection during the last 24 
years. He has 17 young beasts, and of these at 
the time of writing three are affected, coccidia being 
easily demonstrable in all. One animal, which had 
been ill for a week before I was consulted, showed 
cerebral symptoms, exactly as in the first case on 
farm B. All now show signs of recovery, 

Some authorities suggest that the cerebral symp- 
toms and high temperature are due to the parasites 
denuding the bowel of its epithelial lining and so 
allowing secondary infection and toxin absorption. 


|meat of animals subjected to emergency . slaughter 
on account of ‘‘red dysentery ”’ as it is called in Ger- 
| many and Switzerland, is always admitted to the 
| markets and eaten without any bad results. This 
|is an argument against the parasite resembling 
C. oviforme, which has been found in cases of coc- 
cidiosis in man, being identical with the coccidium 
in these cases or with that of the rabbit. 

I have to thank Dr. C. C. Twort (Beit Memorial 
Fellow) of the Brown Institution, for kindly con- 
firming the presence of coccidia in feces and in 
sections of affected intestine, and I hope later to be 
able to supplement the above brief notes. 








eine FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 
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THe RevatTion oF Animmat Fat To TUBERCLE 
Bactttus Fat.— W. C. WuHite and A. M. 
Gammon (Jour. Med. Research, 26 (1912), No. 2, 
pp. 257-266). 


In this paper the results are reported of a pre- 
liminary study of the behaviour of various animal 
and vegetable fats—stearic acid, palmitic acid, 
linolic and linoleic acid, and butter and human fat 
—with tubercle bacilli growing on glycerine agar. 
Olive oil was used as a source for the oleic acid, 
palm oil for the palmitic acid, linseed oil for the 
linolic and linoleic acids, and beef suet for the 
stearic acid. 

On the basis of the resplts obtained, the authors 
suggest an explanation for the caudal lobe lesions 
in cattle, and the apical lesions in tuberculosis of 
man, as follows:—The pulmonary artery, before 
dividing into the right and left pulmonary branches, 
forms a great bay of blood bounded by a very 
elastic wall. The blood in this portion of the 
pulmonary artery must move with comparative 
slowness, because of the short cireuit which it 
makes in comparison with the long circuit made by 
the general aortic quota of blood. In this great 
bay the blood is loaded with fatty derivatives of 
low specific gravity compared with the whole blood. 
Owing to the slowness of the current, these com- 
pounds have a chance to rise to the surface of the 
stream, so that the upper layer of blood in the 
pulmonary artery should have a much larger con- 
tent of fatty compounds than the lower one. At 
the highest point of this main blood stream in man 
the vessel arises that supplies the apex of the upper 
lobe on either side, so that if the theory advanced 
be correct, this vessel should be the vessel most 
laden with the fatty compounds of low specific 
gravity which are being poured into the pulmonary 
stream of the liver mechanism. “This view, 





Referring again to Gair’s cases, it is of some 


coupled with the results of our experimental work 
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so far completed, which shows that the tubercle | with extreme clearness. This dilatation of the 
bacillus makes use of these compounds for its more | nostrils is totally different from that which is 
abundant growth, seems a most reasonable explana- |observed in pneumonia. After the appearance of 
tion of its more prevalent development in the apex | these symptoms, the clinical examination of the 


of the upper lobe.”’ chest rarely fails to corroborate the diagnosis of 
me? \ B | thoracic effusion. 
Toxin FoRMATION BY THE ANTHRAX BaciLius.— In addition to the classic methods of treatment 


A. Marxer (Zischr. Immunitatsf. u. Expt. Ther. 
1, Orig., 13 (1912), No. 4, pp. 309-328). 


Asporogenic anthrax bacilli produce a_heat- | 
stable endotoxin in large amounts. Spore-forming 
varieties yield the toxin only in small amounts. 
By injecting this toxin into animals, symptoms 


(cafteine, digitalis, diuretics, vesicatories, etc.) Haan 
has always practised thoracentesis followed by 
auto-serotherapy. He withdraws by puncture as 
much as possible of the thoracic liquid, and then 
injects at least 40 c.c. of it into the subcutaneous 
| connective tissue. From the day after this measure 
are produced which simulate those produced by | there is a sudden amelioration, shown by a return 


Friedberger’s anaphylatoxin, or from an extract of |0f the appetite and a very distinct fall of the tem- 
the typhoid bacillus (Aronson’s extract). Theurine| perature. If necessary, the operation is repeated 
from the animals treated with the endotoxin and | at the reappearance of the effusion. ov 

presenting the symptoms of shock, when injected} By this method, applied early before the liquid 
into other subjects produces typical anaphylaxis. | is transformed into pus and before the formation of 
As with the endotoxins of some other bacteria, the |coagula and of adhesions, it is possible to save 
treatment of animals with the endotoxin produces nearly two-thirds of the patients. Tn favourable 
no antitoxin in the blood. cases, the resorption of the effusion is complete in 

from six to ten days.—(dnnales de Méd. Vét.) 

DIAGNOSIS OF ANTHRAX WITH AID OF THE a W.R.C. 

Marrow.—F. Wutrr (Berliner Tier. Woch.) 28 | —WW ens 
(1912), No. 24, pp. 421-423. 


The bone marrow taken from either the diaphysis THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
or epiphysis can be used for detecting the presence 
of the anthrax bacillus for the purpose of diagnos-| The ordinary monthly meeting was held at 10 Red 
ing the disease. The method proposed gave posi-| Lion Square, London, W.C., on Thursday, 3rd July, Mr. 
tive results in instances where the blood or spleen | J-,W- McIntosh, president, occupying the Chair. 
= aative. The following Fellows signed the attendance book :— 
7 = a ote Messrs. R. J. Foreman, G. Gordon, Vet -Capt. G. Rees- 

FP. E.P. Mogg, H. J. Parkin, R. Eaglesham, J. B. Buxton, R. 
Bryden, J. Willett, W. Perryman, P. W. Dayer- Smith, 
W.S. King, A. E. Willett, H. D. Jones, C. H. Sheather, 

AUTO-SEROTHERAPY IN Equine PLEvRISy. B. Gorton, A. L. Wilson, F. W. Willett, Prof. J. Mac- 
Haan has published (Revue Gén. de Méd. Vét.) ose S. H. Slocock, ’ Prof. E. B. Reynolds, Ww. Kk. 
an article upon this subject. ' Auto-serotherapy in F Hetday, Fd “rayior, 5g ote Poagy gry 
sero-fibrinous pleurisy of the horse is not a new Bienkinsop, R. A. Philp, P.S. Howard, C. E. Wells, 
therapeutic method, but it seems to be little ap-| (Guy Sutton, W. R. Davis, A. E. Gostling, and Hugh A. 
plied by practitioners. MacCormack, hon. sec. 

Haan has obtained such good results with it that Visitors: Messrs. E. L. Siddall, E. L. Dixson, W. B. 
he advises all to have recourse to it. Without} Nelder, R. B. Nelder, A. R. Routledge, W. Robinson, H. 


claiming infallibility for it, he says that it has Sumner, G. H. Banham, J. Dunstan, R. D. Williams, 


enabled him to obtain miraculous recoveries in F.C. Toope, = MeKinna, Capt. H. 8. Mosley, G. P 


cases that seemed hopeless. .| On the motion of Mr. Almond, seconded by Mr. 
Haan briefly reviews the clinical evolution of| Willett, the minutes of the last meeting were taken as 

pleurisy—complete anorexia, violent fever, and| read and confirmed. 

injected mucous membranes. It is only about the CoRRESPONDENCE. 

fourth or fifth day of the malady that it is possible] + stters regretting inability to attend were received 

to discover an effusion and to attempt its puncture. | ¢,om Messrs. T. S. P rice, GH. Livesey, C. Roberts, and 

Often the pleurisy only appears later, being a| 4. EF, Payne. 

sequence of pneumonia. A rt had been received from Mr. A. S. Leese, 
The author lays stress upon one sign, which he/M.R.c.v.s., camel specialist, Civil Veterinary Depart: 

regards as being of capital importance in diagnosis. | ment, Sohawa, India : “Some more successful experi- 

This is the behaviour of the temperature, which ments on the treatment of surra in the camel, with re- 


; . : ; Prides dations for systematic treatment.” 
PIERS betionesy end invariable at 9$9° (| Cmmee 
remains stationary and variable 39° C The SecrRETARY, on the motion of the President, was 


(= 102:2° F.) without any fluctuation during the} instrneted to acknowledge the receipt of the pamphlet 
formation of the exudate. The two signs of the! and thank Mr. Leese. 

temperature and the contracted fascial expression Monuse Sracneue. 

of the animal suffice to establish the diagnosis. 
The eyes appear to project from the orbits; and 

















Mr. Stocock exhibited a testicle (sent to him by his 
son) weighing 7}lbs. removed after death from a three- 





the wings of the aor Oger a a See-| vear old colt which had been relieved of the other 
saw movement, in which the action of the great! testicle when he was a yearling. His son, while acting 
super-maxillo-nasalis muscle may be distinguished ' as Jocum, was requested to castrate the colt in the way 
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he thought fit, as the colt was useless in his present 
condition. He was told the testicle had been in the 
scrotum, and that it had been visible. He was doing 
the operation standing, and on manipulation he felt a 
body which did not seem to him quite of the nature of 
a testicle. He cut into it, and a little fluid spurted out. 
He explored the inguinal canal with the hand as far as 
he dared, and, feeling nothing, he decided to cast the 
colt. Previous enquiries as to whether there had been 
any sign of rupture elicited a negative reply. During 
casting, several feet of intestines presented themselves. 
He then explored per rectum, but he could find no sign 
of an abdominal testicle. The intestines had got into 
a dirty condition. He advised the owner that the only 
thing to do was to kill the colt, and on that being done 
and a post-mortem examination being made the testicle 
exhibited presented itself just above the colon. His son 
desired Prof. Macqueen to accept the testicle at the 
conclusion of the meeting. He hoped some of the mem- 
bers would be enabled to throw some light on the ques- 
tion of what the nature of the disease was. 

Mr. H. A. MacCormack exhibited a specimen of the 
trachea of a turkey about eight weeks old, from which 
it would be seen that the tube was simply crammed full 
of gape worms. Gape worms were found in all domes- 
ticated birds ; he had also found them in the starling, 
and about two months ago he found them in a thrush, 
the interesting point in connection with the latter being 
that it was a hand-reared bird, about ten weeks old. 
How the worms got in he could not form an opinion. 

Prof. F. Hoppay said that by a curious coincidence 
he happened to have had four cases of very large cryp- 
torchid testicles during the last four months. Two of 
them were nearly as big as the specimen shown, and one 
was quite as big. They were all in the abdomen. The 
one which was just about the same size as that shown 
was of especial interest because he could not get it 
away except by breaking it up into pieces. When he 
got his hand inside, he could feel a huge thing which he 
could not lift up with one hand. Hescratched at it for 
some time with his nail, and managed to rupture ‘one 
of the cysts, but eventually he took a smal] Symes’ knife, 
carefully introduced it in his hand into the abdomen 
with a portion of the blade wrapped with wadding, and 
after using it pulled the testicle out in three pieces. 
That testicle had inside it pretty nearly every abnor- 
mality met with in “rig” castration. It was enlarged 
hy tumour tissue ; it was cystic ; it had some teeth ; it 
had some pieces of bone; a perfect specimen of the 
strongylus armatus worm; the only thing that was 
missing, which was sometimes found in these specimens, 
being hair. Each case had done well. In all such cases 
for the last three years he had never even washed the 
skin ; they had each been painted with iodine, which 
had been allowed to dry on, and that was all the pre- 
liminary treatment they had. 


ELEcTION TO CouNcIL OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


The PrestpENT reminded the Fellows that the subject 
of the election to the Council of the National Associa- 
tion was brought before the last meeting, and deferred 
in order that the matter might be inquired into, owing to 
an objection raised by one of the Fellows. The Secre- 
tary communicateec with Prof. Gofton of Edinburgh on 
the subject, who had sent the following reply :— 

“Yours was duly received, your representatives to 
the Council N.V.A_ should have been elected, and their 
election intimated to the General Secretary “ not later 
than April 30th of the current year.” This addition to 
the rule with respect to date was made in proper form 
at last annual meeting. The newly-elected representa- 
tives take office at the termination of the annual general 
meeting.” 


meeting in proposing to elect members to the Council 
and he would now be glad to reccive nominations. 

The following gentlemen were nominated and duly 
elected as representatives of the Society to the Council 
of the National Association :—Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, 
R. J. Foreman, 8. H. Sloceck, Prof.J. Macqueen, W. R. 
Davis, and J. Willett. 


DEMONSTRATION OF A NEW ELeEctTrRIcAL APPARATUS 
FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHLOROFORM VAPOUR, 
AND DeEscRIPTION OF A CHLOROFORM Mask, Suita- 
BLE FOR THE HORSE EITHER WHEN STANDING OR 
Oast.—By Prof. F. Hoppay. 


Prof. F. Hoppay, in giving the demonstration, said 
that some fourteen years ago he introduced to the 
Society of Anesthetists a little apparatus which was 
originally intended for the administration of chloroform 
to small animals, and he claimed for it at the time that 
any man with an average amount of knowledge could 
safely anzsthetise the dog without running any very 
grave risk. Asa student he was always taught that the 
dog was an animal which could not be chloroformed 
with safety. On getting his Professorship at the Col- 
lege, for two years he worked with the object of proving 
that the dog could be chloroformed with safety, and it 
was everywhere acknowledged at the present day that 
the dog was one of the best subjects for chloroform 
anesthesia if only the chloroform was given in the 
proper manner. In his early days he was taught to 
give the chloroform either with a drop bottle, or more 
commonly by putting some on wadding which was held 
to the dog’s nose, the dog being held by one or two men 
instead of being in a proper position for the lungs to 
have free expansion, and over and over again death was 
the usual result. When his little apparatus was shown 
to the Society of Anesthetists, it was very favourably 
received by several of the best human medical anzesthe- 
tists as of value for women and children. It gave, 
according to calculations made by Dr. Symes, from 1°9 
to 2 per cent. of chloroform vapour, thoroughly mixed 
with air, in such a way that the vapour was practically 
regular throughout the whole of the chloroformisation. 
Another advantage was that instead of having chloro- 
form dropped on to lint, and being apt to cause blister- 
ing on the part which it touched, it was impossible to 
have any effect of that kind, because only the vapour 
was administered. The chief disadvantage was that the 
manipulation of the rubber ball made one’s wrist ache. 
At that time he had a battery which worked a pump, 
by means of which he administered chloroform in a 
similar manner to the new electrical apparatus he was 
about to describe, but it was continually getting out of 
order, and he had not time to then po oe the idea. 
A short time ago he again took the matter up, and with 
the help of certain ideas from an electrician, a small 
portable apparatus had been evolved, which could be 
used in country places by medical men or veterinarians 
for anzsthetising a patient in a house where electrical 
energy was not available, merely by going to the trouble 
of carrying the weight of the accumulator. Except for 
the accumulator and a small motor, there was practi- 
cally nothing else for the doctor to carry, and if he was 
going to a house where electric light was installed, 
provided the voltage was right, the accumulator was 
not necessary, as there was no difficulty in fixing a con- 
nection into one of the lamp sockets. Some little dis- 
cussion arose in regard to the bottle, as to whether the 
amount of vapour which came over was constant. In 
order to get over that difficulty, a little bottle had been 
made on the same principle as the ordinary siphon 
chicken feeder, by means of which the chloroform was 
kept at a constant level. It was fitted on to the side of 
the little motor, and when the current was put on, a 





The Society was therefore qnite in order at the last 


constant stream of vapour was obtained without any 
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labour ; while by means of the regulator, from 1°5 up to 
5 per cent. could be obtained with exactitude. 

The horse chloroform mask he exhibited was one he 
happened to see a short time ago when operating at 
Exeter in consultation with Mr. Nelder. He was par- 
ticularly struck with the fact of how very quietly the 
animal took the chloroform from Mr. Nelder’s mask, 
and how very quietly he went down. In this part cular 
case the mask was put on a hunter about 17.1 hands 
high, in his box, not outside ; it was allowed to remain 
on for about ten minutes, ten minutes being the average 
time ; the animal was then taken out into a small yard 
and did not give the slightest trouble. It would be seen 
that the mask consisted simply of a canvas nose-bag, 
with holes at the bottom, and a piece of felt, which was 
eventually curved with a removable leather bottom. 

He also exhibited a mask which Mr. F. J. Taylor had 
used a great deal, which varied in pattern from Mr. 
Nelder’s, and as Mr. Taylor was present that evening he 
would explain its principle. 

Mr. W. B. NELDER stated that he had the muzzle 
made for chloroforming colts in the standing position. 
The canvas bag with the holes in the bottom is put on 
first, a restive colt does not object to it as he can breathe 
quite easily through it, so does not frighten him. The 
animal is then led out into the operating yard.. The 
leather tray with a thick piece of felt, to the latter two 
or three ounces of chloroform having been added, is 
quickly attached by the two buckles to the bottom of 
the muzzle. In some cases the complete muzzie, with 
chloroform, can be fixed on in the stable, and the anima] 
then led out. You will find your patient will not fight 
in the least if he is allowed to have his head. Do not 
pull him about, he will go round in a ring and then go 
down quietly. Thatis the secret, ifany. By the time 
the operator has his instruments ready the colt will be 
ready to go down. Of course, some animals take more 
chloroform than others ; when this is the case, add a 
little more chloroform to the felt ; some animals, too, 
take longer to go under. 

If you wish to exclude the air completely, just wrap 
a towel round the muzzle. This apparatus is not 
elaborate in any way, it is quite a simple little affair, 
but isa very useful thing for a veterinary surgeon to 
have, especially in a practice where help is scarce, and 
he has to tie the colts himself. 

Mr. F. J. Taytor, London, in describing his muzzle. 
said it was a very cheap one, as it cost only about 7s. 6d, 
or 10s. It was, he thought, a slight improvement on 
the old Cox muzzle, inasmuch as it had a septum of 
galvanised porforated metal in the centre, which preven- 
ted the chloroform from coming directly into contact 
with the end of the horse’s nose, and also prevented the 
mucous discharges from the horse’s mouth and nose 
saturating the wool, and so hindering proper evaporation 
of the spirit. It possessed other advantages over some 
other patterns, inasmuch as the horse’s tongue could be 
got at if necessary, and the metal disc when in use 
blocked the leather cylinder away from the nostrils, and 
allowed of free inhalation, and when not in use the fact 
of its being on hinges allowed the muzzle to be packed 
quite flat for carrying. 

Mr. SHeaTHER remarked that in about 1879 his 
father invented an apparatus on similar lines to that 
shown by Prof. Hobday, only it was worked by foot 
bellows. He had to give it up because the labour of 
pumping with the feet was just as great as pumping it 
with the hands, but the apparatus was very similar in 
construction to Prof. Hobday’s. 

Colonel BLENKINSOP said that some twenty-three 
years ago, with the late Colonel Nunn, he used at the 
Lahore Veterinary College an apparatus for chloroform- 
ing horses very similar to that shown by Prof. Hobday, 
except that in their case the air was driven through the 
chloroform instead of over it. They brought the 





apparatus home and found that a few weeks before 
their arrival a similar apparatus had been made in 
England. Twenty-five or thirty years ago he was pro- 
bably using chloroform more frequently than anybody 
else in the profession. At that time he operated upon 
hundreds of castration cases, and he never saw an acci- 
dent to a horse under chloroform with any sort of 
apparatus. It is different, however, with dogs. He 
congratulated Mr. Nelder on producing such an excellent 
muzzle. He confessed he had had very little success 
personally when chloroforming horses standing, and up 
to now he would prefer to throw a horse before adminis- 
tering an anesthetic, but with Mr. Nelder’s muzzle he 
hoped to be able to administer chloroform without 
casting patients. He congratulated Prof. Hobday on 
his apparatus. It must be borne in mind in giving 
chloroform to a horse that as a rule the sooner the 
patient was got under the anesthetic, the sooner he 
came to. If a long time was taken in giving the chloro- 
form, the horse was a long time recovering. 

In reply to questions by Mr. Willett, Prof. Hobday 
stated that the price of a single apparatus would be, as 
far as could be at present estimated, £2 or £2 10s., with 
£3 3s. as the very utmost. The battery lasted for 
twelve hours, but it would not be necessary to use a 
battery where electrical energy of the proper voltage 
was available, and by having a little addition to the 
apparatus it was possible to adopt it to any of the 
ditferent voltages which existed. 

Mr. ALMOND said he remembered when he was a 
student seeing horses chloroformed standing, sometimes 
with disastrous results, not only to the horses but to 
the men in charge of them. It is important that the 
Fellows should understand how it was that in the hands 
of some practitioners the very greatest trouble was met 
with under those circumstances, while in the hands of 
others the procedure was perfectly satisfactory. Mr. 
Nelder’s view that that the trouble arose from the 
restraint put upon the horse, whereas if the horse was 
chloroformed and allowed its freedom, except for being 
on a loose halter, it quietly laid down and gave no 
trouble. 

Prof. MACQUEEN raised the point as to whether the 
present discussion was in order, seeing that the agenda 
stated that a paper was to be read upon “ The Veterinary 
Profession and the Animals Anzesthetics Bill.” He sug 
gested the paper should be read first, and in the follow 
ing discussion incidental remarks regarding chloroform 
muzzles could be included. 

The PresipentT thought it would expedite matters 
if the paper was read, although he was of the opinion 
~~ the discussion up to the present had been quite in 
order. 


“THE VETERINARY PROFESSION AND THE ANIMALS 
An xstuetics Briu.”—By Prof. F. Hospay. [This 
appeared at p. 56.] 

Discussion. 

Mr. J. DuNsTAN, in opening the discussion, thought 
the paper was of interest to country as well as to town 
practitioners. Country practitioners were faced with a 
good deal of practice by unqualified practitioners, which 
was increasing rather than diuiothing. By means of 
Prof. Hobday’s apparatus greater facilities would be 
obtained for producing anesthesia. Some of the 
elaborate appliances shown were quite unnecessary to 
owners of motor cars, because by means of a little 
switch to the motor car they could easily generate the 
power. The apparatus was a great improvement on the 
old hand-bottle method, especially the being able to 
increase the proportion of chloroform up to 5 per cent. 
The small percentage of chloroform obtainable from the 
old bottle necessitated a great amount of time being 
spent in anvsthetising a large animal, and matters were 
sometimes hurried by means of a saturated plug. He 
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had an exceedingly useful chloroform muzzle which was 
given him by a New Zealand practitioner, which he 
hoped he might be allowed to exhibit on a future 
oceasion. He was very glad to find that someone was 
taking an interest in the Anesthetics Bill with the 
object of getting the promoters to look at the matter 
from the veterinary side, because some of the sugges- 
tions made in the original draft were utterly ridiculous, 
and it was easy to understand the feeling which promo- 
ted agriculturists and farmers generally to protest 
against its provisions. The administration of chloro- 
form to a fairly old bull was unnecessary. He was 
recently asked by a farmer to watch him operate upon a 
dozen bulls about a year old. The bulls were tied up 
side by side in an ordinary byre, with a man holding 
them by the nose and horns. The man walked behind 
them with an ordinary scalpel, made a slit into the 
scrotum on one side, letting out the testicle, and then 
on the other, letting out the other testicle ; he tied a 
wet piece of ‘ordin: ary worsted round, and just cut them 
off with his knife. In only one case did the animal move, 
in fact the animals did not seem to resent it at all. He 

was very much struck with the standing operation on 
the bull; it was the first time he had seen it 
performed. 

Capt. Rers-Moce asked if the Members of Parlia- 
ment who drafted the Bill did it with the assistance of 
any members of the veterinary profession. If not, to 
ask the veterinary profession after the Bill had been 
drafted to consider the matter, wasa little late in the day. 
The veterinary profession should have been consulted 
before the Biil was drafted. 

Col. BLENKINsOP said that he had been in the fortu- 
nate position of being able to use chloroform or any 
other anesthetic in operations on animals whenever he 
considered it necessary to do so, and had not had to 
consult clients. He thought the veterinary profession 
should go very warily in opposing or adversely criticis- 
ing this “B ill. Public opinion was daily growing stronger 
against the infliction of unnecessary pain on animals. 
Veterin: ary surgeons should be encouraged by this, as 
the primary object of their profession was to succour 
animals. They should be the first to advocate 
the more fon use of anesthetics. He could not 
understand how any person could logically say 
that the necessity of administering anesthetics to 
horses could be limited to those of two years and over. 
Colts under that age were capable of ‘suffering acute 
pain. The fact that a horse would eat immediately 
after an operation was ho evidence that it was not 
suffering pain. A horse in pain would often eat in order 
to endeavour to relieve its suffering, in exactly the 
same way as a wounded man would smoke. 

He had castrated horses of all ages, and he objected 
to castrate any horse without administering a general 
anwsthetic. He considered the standing operation— 
the gymnastic operation—was not surgery. A great deal 
too much was made of the danger of throwing horses 
and administering chloroform. If statistics were studied 
it would be found that accidents only occurred in a 
number reaching a decimal point per thousand of 
horses cast and placed under chloroform, if this opera- 
tion was carried out with proper care and with trained 
assistants. 

He thought the profession should have been consulted 
when the Bill was being drafted, and that it should 
now uphold its dignity as a profession by insisting on 
being consulted. The profession suffered greatly from 
having none of its members in the House of Commons, 
an old grievance which constantly cropped up when 
questions affecting animals were the subject of legis- 
lation. 

Mr. W. R. Davis did not believe it was the intention 
of the profession to offer any great opposition to the 
measure. At same they must be allowed a great deal 
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of discretion as to what anesthetic should be used and 
what operations it should be used in. For instance, 
nothing was said about the administration of chloro- 
form in cases of parturition, or inversion of the uterus 
in mares or cows, or cases of colic, where there was ten 
times more suffering than in castration. The Bill would 
give a handle with which to control the quacks, who did 
far more to cause suffering amongst animals than would 
be brought about by giving veterinary surgeons discre- 
tion to use chloroform not as they thought proper. 
He did not agree with Professor Hobday that when a 
horse was castrated standing, it was all over. If caustic 
clamps were put on, it was not over by any means, so 
far as pain to the animal was concerned. With regard 
to animals apart from from horses and cows, veterinary 
surgeons should be allowed to say whether they would 
give chloroform or not in those cases. The degree of 
narcotism produced was another point that had to be 
considered. Chloroform could be given to a horse, and 
as much trouble and pain be obtained as if he had been 
given none at all. If quacks especially were to be 
allowed to give it, what was to prevent them buying a 
chloroform muzzle, putting on half a gramme or one 
gramme of chloroform and letting the horse have a sniff 
at it and say chloroform had been given ? 

On the motion of Mr. Almond, seconded by Mr. 
Jones, it was resolved that the meeting should be pro- 
longed in order that the discussion on the paper might 
be concluded. 

Prof. REYNoLps thought it would not be advisable 
for the veterinary profession to make a lot of objections 
to the Bill, because the public would think they were 
against the use of anesthetics. Mr. Davis had sug- 
gested that the Bill should be allowed to pass because it 
would give a leverage against the quacks. To accom- 
plish that purpose it would be better to pass a Bill to 
prevent unqualified men doing any operation at all on 
animals, but to tie veterinary surgeons down to what 
operations they should perform under an anesthetic and 
to what anesthetics they should use was more or less 
absurd. The Bill, it had been said, had been promoted 
without prejudice against qualified veterinary surgeons, 
but the preamble stated that it was a Bill to “make 
further provision for the protection of animals from 
cruelty, which was a direct accusation against veterinary 
surgeons of causing cruelty to animals. If the promoters 
had consulted veterinary surgeons before drafting the Bill 
they would not have made a number of the mistakes that 
have occurred. He believed the original Bill was conceived 
in the Officers’ mess of a Territorial Yeomanry regi- 
ment, where the officers discussed with the veterinary 
officer various operations that are performed and the 
anesthetics that are used. The first Bill was so un- 
workable that it was certain not to go through Parlia- 
ment. After some veterinary surgeons had been con- 
sulted, a great improvement was made in it. He agreed 
that veterinary surgeons should not object to the Bill 
on the ground that they objected to using anesthetics, 
but should object to it on the ground that they should 
be compelled to use them and told the operations for 
which they were to be used, so allowing them no dis- 
cretion. A point in connection with the Bill was that 
animals were looked upon from the commercial side; 
the value of an animal entered into the consideration of 
the owner, and if there was going to be any increased 
risk of accidents it made a tremendous difference. Col. 
Blenkinsop had referred to the standing operation, 
which he had called gymnastic, and which he had des- 
cribed as being non surgical. Mr. Davis had referred to 
it as acrobatic. Personally, he happened to be an advo- 
cate of the standing operation, and he was quite certain 
that it was not acrobatic nor gymnastic, and that it was 
just as surgical as the ordinary operation done on the 
ground. 
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Mr. Davis, interposing, said that his objection to it 
was that the pain was not over when the clams were 
put on. 

Prof. REYNOLDs, continuing, said that while that 
statement was more or less correct, the operation was 
not always done withclams. He did not say the horse 
suffered less pain during the actual operation when 
castrated standing than when castrated on the ground, 
but if the sum total of pain that he suffered was taken 
into account, it was less when the operation was done 
standing than when the animal wascast. He desired to 
know who was going to see that the Bill was carried out 
if it became law. Who was going to certify whether 
the animal was or was not under complete anesthesia 
while he was operated on? (“The Police.”) He believed 
that neither policemen nor inspectors of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals were allowed to 
walk on to private property, and he thought something 
more definite should be stated in regard to the carrying 
out of the measure. 

Mr. Toope inquired whether any law existed relating 
to what operations should be or should not be per- 
formed by medical man, under chloroform ; and if there 
was none, why there was none ? ' 

The PRESIDENT desired in the name of the Society to 
thank Prof. Hobday for introducing the subject, and 
thus giving an opportunity of discussing the Animals 
Anesthetics Bill It was extremely unfortunate that 
the profession had not been taken into account when 
the Bill wasframed. The matter was kept in the dark 
for a very considerable time. He was quite sure no 
veterinary surgeons had any desire to block the path of 
human progress, but surely for a body of laymen to 
introduce a Bill of this kind and ignore the profession 
in framing it was altogether absurd. The provisions of 
the existing Bill he thought sufficiently wide and definite 
to cover the matter. A good deal had been said on the 
subject of castration. He had done a good many colts 
in his day, and had always done them standing, being a 
great believer in the standing operation, because he 
thought the animal suffered less than when cast and 
chloroformed. He used the caustic clamp with the 
greatest success, and whether it be good surgery or not 
—nothing succeeds like success. After the operation 
was completed the animal went and took his food as 
if nothing had happened. In some cases it woula be 
found that after the effects of the anesthetic had passed 
off—when anesthetics were used, there was a consider- 
able amount of pain, so that pain was present in .ani- 
mals that had n operated on under anesthesia as 
well as those which were operated on without it. He 
resented being told when to use an anestheti2 and in 
what operation. Even if the Bill passed, who was to 
see its provisions were carried out. No police officer or 
other officer has power to enter private premises unless 
they had an order from the magistrate, and thgn they 
must have some suspicion that cruelty was being per- 
a. There was no machinery for carrying out the 

ill even if it became law, and it would be necessary 
to trust to the profession even then. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN strongly agreed with what had 
fallen from Colonel Blenkinsop. He thought the ques- 
tion was one upon which the veterinary profession 
should not take sides as against the administration of 

neral anzsthetics. There was no operation that could 

rformed without anesthetics that could not be 
performed under anesthetics, and although there was a 
disposition on the part of the promoters of the Bill to 
exempt very young animals from operations under 
general anesthesia, to be logical, both the youngand the 
old should undergo that method of restraint. The 

President stated that the veterinary profession was 


founded upon humanitarianism. Upon that foundation 
a very large edifice of commercialism had been raised, 


question was very similar to that which affected some 
of the Marconi speculators. They were not sure whether 
by supporting the Bill it would be considered specula- 
tion or a professional investment, but he thought the 
promoters of the Bill ought to be given, he would not 
say their undivided support, but their moral support in 
the statement that general anesthesia was always 
advisable. That was the attitude the members of the 
veterinary profession were sure to take before the public, 
whatever the practice behind the scenes might be. 
Professor Hobday had referred to some information 
supplied to him by two lay promoters of the Bill. He 
agreed with the President that if the promoters desired 
to produce a Bill which would meet with the general 
approbation, not only of the veterinary profession but 
of the cattle-owning public, they ought to have con- 
sulted some modern veterinary practitioners. 

He understood that one aim of the Bill was to leave 
the question largely to the Board of Agriculture ; the 
Board of Agriculture were to determine what operations 
should be performed under a general anesthetic, and 
what operations might not be so performed. The regu- 
lations would be carried out under the supervision of 
the police. Notice would have to be given when an 
operation was to be performed ; the policeman would 
attend just in the same way that he paid a call when 
swine fever broke out. His advice as an individual 
member of the profession was that the less that was 
said about the Anesthetics Bill in the meantime the 
better. Let it take its course, and when it becomes law 
they could treat it accordingly. 

A, he PRESIDENT, interposing, said it would be too late 
then. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said that late or not it would not 
seriously affect practice. Unless a policeman was ap- 
pointed, or notification was made compulsory, there was 
no one to see how far the anzsthesia had been carried. 
Anesthesia to one individual in the profession was a 
very different thing from anesthesia to another. It 
seemed to him they were only wasting time trying to 
modify a Bill which was not likely to see the Statute 
Book until a new Government was in power. 

Prof. Hoppay, in reply, said that he understood all 
the speakers were unanimous in favour of a Bill which 
would increase the use of anesthetics for operations on 
animals, or even compulsorily cause the application of 
anesthetics to all painful operations. But the thing 
which had touched everyone to the quick was that they 
were being told to toe the line in a manner which they 
could not de, and which they ought not to be told to do 
by men who did not know as much about the question 
as veterinary surgeons did. There was not the slightest 
doubt that if the Bill became law it would be of benefit 
to them as a profession. It would not only raise their 
status by compelling owners of animals to come to 
veterinary surgeons to have their operations performed 
in a humane manner, as opposed to the way in which 
they were conducted all over the country at the present 
time by quack operators, but there was no question 
that pecuniarily it would be beneficial to them, although, 
of course, they did not really look at it from that point 
of view. The point which had been raised by Professor 
Almond in regard to the simplicity of Mr. Nelder’s 
mask had struck him greatly. It was the absence of 
the feeling of restraint and suffocation which formed its 
practical value. With regard to the question as to 
whether members of the profession were consulted 
before the Bill was drafted, he only knew what he had 
read to them that evening from the letter of one of the 
chief promoters of the Bill. If the original Bill had 
been passed, the veterinary profession would have been 
tied hard-and-foot, and there would have been as much 
stir in their little profession as there was over the whole 





and the difficulty of the profession in approaching the 


of England at the nasa moment in regard to another 
Bill. Professor Macqueen raised the point of the 
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exemption of the young animal. He agreed with Frof. 
Macqueen that the young animal had just as much 
right to have its pain respected as an old animal. That 
was another instance why veterinary surgeons should 
be given discretionary powers, and should not be told 
that they must use such and such an anesthetic for any 
particular operation, because the young animal was more 
susceptible to the influence of general anesthetics, and 
in some instances it was not wise to use chioroform. 
In his opinion the word “ satisfactory” should be sub- 
stituted for the word “general” anesthetic in the Bill. 
That would give the veterinary surgeon power to choose 
whether he would give a general anesthetic such as 
chloroform, or use a local anesthetic, and so long as pain 
was really abolished the aim would be fulfilled. He 
disagreed with Professor Macqueen’s remark that time 
was being wasted in discussing the Bill at the present 
moment. If it was left until the Bill became law, it 
would be too late. Too much power was, he thought, 
given to the Board of Agriculture to say what should or 
should not be added. He was not aware of any law by 
which medical men were told they must use certain 
anesthetics for certain operations, and medical men 
would not be dictated to in that way. With regard to 
the question of the standing operation, it was no doubt 
a little anomalous to advocate on humanitarian grounds 
the use of anesthetics, and yet to leave out the standing 
operation as being one which a man advised if he had 
an expert operator in the district. Personally, he never 
used the clamps ; he always used a Blake castrator, and 
if he had not now got a little out of practice, and grown 
a little rotundity in front, he would always have pre- 
ferred, for the sale of the patient, to operate with the 
horse standing rather than that the animal should be 
cast. When the operation was done expertly he had 
seen both the testicles on the ground in 3} minutes ; 
the animal went straight back to the manger, and the 
sum total of fright and: pain was not nearly so large as 
that caused by the casting and the administration of 
chloroform. In many hundreds of instances the beast 
never turned a hair when the standing operation was 
performed, whereas when a colt was thrown and chloro- 
formed he was usually very frightened. It must be 
remembered too that it was results that had to be 
considered in veterinary practice. Colonel Blenkinsop 
said he never would operate without an anvsthetic, 
and did not consider the standing operation a surgical 
one. Operators select and stick to the method which 
gives them the safest and best results. The most surgi- 
cal method of castration was by means of a ligature, but 
that gave the most fatal results so far as the horse was 
concerned. 

He agreed that the Anesthetics Bill must be carefully 
considered before opposition was offered to it. As Mr. 
Davis had remarked, nothing was said in the Bill about 
the use of chloroform in parturition, nor in tumours or 
abdominal operations. It would take up pages if all 
the operations which had to be done under anesthetics 
were inserted in the Bill, and the clauses should be in 
more general terms in order to include these. It was 
important that the administration of anzsthetics should 
be properly taught. A number of operations were done 
under complete and proper anzsthesia, but he had seen 
instances where the animals were simply given a 
smell of the chloroform in order to satisfy the prejudice 
of onlookers. 

With the permission of the meeting, he desired to 
move :—‘“ That the under-mentioned resolution be sent 
to each of the Members of Parliament, who are the pro- 
moters of this Bill :— 

“That this meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
emphatically favour the compulsory use of anzsthetics 
in all painful operations upon animals, wherever such 
is possible, with reasonable safety to the patient. They 
consider, however, that discretionary power should 





always be given to properly qualified veterinary surgeons 
in the use of anesthetics. They also think that a 
number of practising veterinary surgeons should be con- 
sulted before the Bill goes into Committee, with a view 
to making the clauses of such value that they can be 
adopted practically.” 

Col. BLENKINSOP seconded the motion. 

After a discussion upon this, it was decided that 
instead of sending the resolution to the promoters of 
the Bill it should be sent to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Siocock thought it was a question whether the 
Central, which was one of the biggest Societies in the 
profession, should directly support a Bill of that nature. 
All the members were in favour of anxsthetics being 
largely used in veterinary practice, certainly in most of 
the major operations, but in view of the fact that the 
profession was credited with fathering the first Bill to 
the detriment of the quacks, and in that way met with 
opposition from many of the agricultural bodies of the 
country, he thought it was not desirable that they 
should take up an attitude of such strong support. He 
thought they would do better if they simply sat quiet. 

Prof. MACQUEEN moved as an amendment :—* That 
no action be taken in the meantime regarding the pro- 
motion of this Bill.” In the present stage of their 
knowledge regarding the various clauses of the Bill he 
thought it would be unwise to take action. The Society 
ought to be acquainted with the names of the promoters, 
the names of the veterinary surgeons who had supplied 
such very scant information to the promoters, whether 
the Board of Agriculture had been consulted, and what 
their views were on the subject. He considered the 
— action was premature. | - 

Mr. McKinna suggested that if any action was taken 
at all, the resolution should be sent to the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, which was carefully watching 
the Bill in the interests of the profession. It would 
strengthen the hands of the Council if that were done. 

Mr. SLocock seconded Professor Macqueen’s amend- 
ment. 

Professor Hoppay, with the permission of his 
seconder, altered the preface of his resolution to read : 
—“ That the undermentioned resolution be sent to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Prof. MACQUEEN’s amendment, that no action be 
taken, was then put and lost,.12 voting for; and Mr. 
Hobday’s amended resolution was put and carried, 16 
voting for. 

On the motion of Mr. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
Reynolds, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
Prof. Hobday for his paper, and to the gentlemen who 
had shown “morbid specimens,” and the meeting con- 
cluded with a vote of thanks to the President, moved 
by Mr. Willett, for the excellent manner in which he 
had conducted the business of the Society during his 
term of office. 

The PRESIDENT, in acknowledging the compliment, 
thanked the members for the support they had given 
him during the year, and particularly very sincerely 
thanked their energetic Secretary, Mr. MacCormack, 
without whom his work would have been much more 
difticult. Mr. MacCormack was really the man who 
conducted the affairs of the Society. 

Hucn A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 





Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 


At a meeting of the Board of Management of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, -held on 
Wednesday of last week, Mr. F. P. Milligan, W.S., of 
the firm of Messrs. Martin, Milligan, and Macdonald, 
W.S., Edinburgh, was appointed to the vacant post of 
secretary and treasurer of the College.—-V.B.A. 





ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS. 
CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 
THe Mink AND Darries BIL1,* 
by Wituram Ascorr, M.R.C.V.S. | Assrracr]. 


This Bill has been so well discussed at the last two 
sessional meetings it is difficult to say anything fresh ; 
one can only criticise and agree or disagree, as the case 
may be, with previous speakers. 

I may say at once that I am in entire agreement with 
those who plead for the urgent need of such a Bill, for 
although I do not believe the case is quite as black as 
has been painted by some, yet I cannot shut my eyes to 
the fact that the percentage of cases in which the picture 
has not_been overdrawn Is too great to deny the urgent 
need of more supervision; indeed, my principal com- 
plaint is that in at least one important respect, the Bill 
does not go far enough. Seeing that all urban districts 
are supplied with milk almost entirely from the rural 
districts, and also with butter, which, although not 
included with the definition of milk in clause 26, yet 
according to clause 12, I take it does come within the 
meaning of the Act, Iam strongly of opinion that the 
latter—the rural districts—require even more super- 
vision than the former. 

The large centres have been much better looked after 
in the past, and this Act, by reason of its permissive 
clauses, I am afraid proposes to continue the system. 
Very few of the smaller urban district councils, and 
none of the rural, in my part of the world, at any rate, 
have taken advantage of the powers they already possess, 
and if the carrying out of the new Act is to be left to 
them, I am afraid it will be a dead letter so far as most 
of them are concerned. For this reason I feel very 
strongly that either the optional clauses should be 
withdrawn, or the carrying out of the Act be entrusted 
to those already overworked bodies, the county councils. 

I am quite aware there are many difficulties in the 
way, particularly financial, but that is no reason why our 
present topsy-turvy system of inspection should be con- 
tinued. It is surely of equal, if not greater, importance 
that the source of the supply should be supervised as 
well as the later process of distribution, and yet the 
latter is the only part that has hitherto received atten- 
tion. To tackle the supply at its source is only carrying 
out the old adage that “Prevention is better than cure.” 

Taken as a whole the dairies proper, ¢.e., the places in 
which the milk is stored, and where unfortunately now, 
in the majority of cases, the woman’s work begins, are 
pretty well looked after, structural defects are being 
constantly remedied, and thanks to the excellent work 
of the dairy schools, there is not much here as a rule to 
complain of ; not but what there are plenty of cases 
where there is room for improvement, but nothing like 
to the same extent as before the milk reaches this de- 
partment 

To begin with the source of the supply, the cow, I am 
afraid it is only too true that in the majority of cases 
she is not, especially in the wet and rainy seasons, 
cleansed as she ought to be prior to milking, and _prac- 
tically the only factor that prevents the use of milk 
from diseased animals is that it does not pay long to do 
so in the case of the obviously diseased, and such are 
soon discarded: but unfortunately there are many 
others suffering from disease, particularly of the udder, 
as well as from tuberculosis, which escape detection 
either wilfully or from want of supervision, and these 
we hope we should be able to get hold of under this Act, 
aided as it will be by the Tuberculosis Order of 1913. 








*These papers will appear in full in the Journal of the 
Sanitary Institute. 











With regard to tuberculosis, those who have not been 
convinced by the overwhelming evidence adduced by 
the recent Royal Commission will not be influenced by 
any words of mine. How can they explain the con- 
clusions arrived at by so many eminent men of the 
medical profession, particularly as regards the beneficial 
effect which the reduction of the supply of tuberculous 
milk has been proved to have on infantile mortality in 
large centres, such as Manchester? (See an article by 
Dr. Sheridan Delépine in the Lancet, of June, 1912.) 

When we come to the cowsheds and shippens I 
think we are up against the biggest problem, and 
the most difficult to tackle if the Act is administered 
too drastically at first, not only on account of the 
expense but also on account of the inconvenience it 
would in many cases entail. Unfortunately, it is 
only too true that there are many cowsheds, especially 
on the small farms, which are a disgrace to any 
civilised community ; some because they are struc- 
turally unfit, and cannot possibly be made fit, seeing 
that they were constructed for quite different purposes ; 
and many which could be made fit but because, as well 
as those just alluded to, they are kept in a condition 
almost too filthy to describe. They are scarcely ever 
white-washed—some never, and seldom cleaned out 
properly. In some the dung is piled up in the corners 
until there is sufficient to make a load ; in many it is 
cast daily out of what should be the window until no 
more can be thrown out that way ; and in the majority 
of cases, including many that would be quite good other- 
wise, it is stored in a heap a few feet outside the door 
for months. In many cases the pigs have one corner of 
the same shed and the calves another portion, railed off 
with the beds of each, two or three feet high, composed 
of the dung which has accumulated for months. Of 
drainage in these cases there is usually an entire ab- 
sence, and the stench can be well understood. Now all 
this should be altered, but it can only be done by means 
of such an Act as is now proposed. I have again and 
again, when speaking at agricultural gatherings, urged 
upon landlords and farmers to do what they could to 
remedy this state of affairs, but individual effort is of 
little use. Of course, if the Act is passed, and it is ad- 
ministered properly, there will be plenty of grumbling, 
but as there is evidently a genuine demand by the public 
for clean and pure milk, which can only be met by better 
supervision, the sooner the position is accepted the better 
for the trader ; indeed, the better class trader is only 
too anxious to do all that he can to help the authorities 
in every way. I think what I have said about the sheds 
is a very strong argument in favour of registration, and 
I agree with those who think it would be best for this 
to be annual, unless periodic inspection is to be made 
compulsory. 

All that has been said from time to time as to the 
necessity for cleanliness of the milker is so obvious that 
I need not dwell on it. It is also equally obvious that 
supervision is necessary, because, in spite of denials, it 
if unfortunately still true that the milkers, particularly 
the men milkers, in many cases neglect the most ele- 
mentary rules in this respect. One thing has occasion- 
ally come under my notice in connection with men 
milkers, and that is that they are often given this work 
because they are either too delicate or too ill for rougher 
work. This, of course, is a part of the medical officer of 
health’s duty, and without entering further into his 
domain, I think I have said enough to give the dis- 
cussion a start; but before concluding I should like to 
say that I agree with those who think the proposed 
court of appeal may not always be a satisfactory one. 
A bench composed of landlords and farmers in the rural 
districts could not be free from bias, although on the 
whole we must agree that they try to act with the 
greatest possible fairness. 
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In conclusion, I wish to emphasise the point I have 
tried to make, and which I do not think anyone will 
dispute, and that is that there is plenty of work for the 
veterinary inspector. Every one must agree that he is 
the proper person to examine the cows—w shich at present 
receive no inspection, and—seeing that he should know 
more about there requirements than either the medical 
officer of health or the sanitary inspector, his assistance 
in inspecting the cowsheds is very desirable, if not essen- 
tial. For these reasons I think two or three sinall 
verbal alterations should be made in clause 2 to make 
his position quite clear, and I would also lay stress on 
the necessity of doing away with the permissive char- 
acter of the Act so far as the rural district councils are 
concerned, by striking out the whole of line twelve in 
clause 14 and the first word in the next line. 

I would point out that the work would probably be 
anything but pleasant at first for the veterinary inspec- 
tor or, indeed, for either of the other inspectors. With 
regard to his relations with the medical officer of health, 
I am quite sure he will be found to work in complete 
harmony with him, and so far from being a hindrance, 
as has been suggested by one or two, the very nature of 
his every-day work must make him a most valuable 
ally. 

Discussion, 


The PRESIDENT said they need not be deterred from 
discussing this Bill by the supposition that the 
measure would appear in the list of the “innocents ” 
that had to die ina very short time. The Milk Bill 
was before them, and its consideration was no less im- 
portant now than if there were a chance of the Bill 
passing ; so they might enter on the discussion with as 
much enthusiasm as though the passing were imminent. 

Dr. FREMANTLE, Medical Officer of Health for Hert- 
fordshire, said he only wanted to encourage the gentle- 
men who knew more about the subject than himself by 
supporting this Bill. He started by saying how grateful 
they were to Mr. Ascott for his valuable paper. (Hear, 
hear). He thanked Mr. Ascott, especially, not only for 
the conciseness of it but also for the very kind and 
courteous way in which he had expressed the relation- 
ship between the medical and the veterinary profession. 
(Hear, hear.) He felt that the work of the veterinary 
inspectors was invaluable to medical officers of health, 
and he promised Mr. Ascott and those who were veteri- 
nary inspectors that they would have no greater 
friends and better well-wishers and co-operators than 
the medical officers of health. What they wanted to 
recognise was that. each of them had his own work, that 
each of them held a kind of watching brief for the com- 
munity. Medical officers were the first sanitary officers, 
and from their work had risen a great crowd of officials 
of one kind and another, but medical ofticers had only 
one desire, and that was to put off their work on to other 
shoulders who were more capable, by virtue of their 
knowledge and experience, to perform it. That was 
especially the case with veterinary inspectors. Over 
and over again they were called upon to give their 
opinion on matters which related to the work and the 
special sphere of the veterinary inspectors. They were 
quite prepared to do it as if they were authoritative, 
but they much preferred to have the opinion of the 
veterinary inspector, who was more authoritative still. 
If medical officers gave their opinion emphatically on 
little knowledge, the ve terinary inspectors would recog- 
nise that the medical officers only wished to co-operate 
with them. (Hear, hear). 

As regarded this Bill, they had had it promised them 
year after year. In August, 1908, in a presidential 
address which he delivered, he referred to the beneficent 
measures of the Government who had promised them a 
Milk Bill. The same thing had occurred every year, 
and every year the need of it was becoming more im- 





portant. (Hear, hear). He could bear out what Mr. 
Ascott had said as to the condition of the stalls. They 
expressed their entire recognition of the point of view 
of the dairy farmer, who said that if Parliament was 
going to lay a very greatly increased burden of expendi- 
ture upon him, although in the long run it might pay 
when the public recognised the necessity of it, it was a 
burden he could not bear. Meanwhile, pending this 
creation of a healthy public opinion, the considerable 
loss of the dairy farmer might result in some increased 
expenditure on milk and some deficiency in the supply, 
if this legislation was carried out in a blindfold way. 

There was great danger in reducing the amount of milk 
consnmption, or of increasing the expense. (Hear, hear). 

They must all recognise their sanitary work. It was 
not simply the few cleanly well-to-do artisans, but those 
people who seldom consumed pure milk and had the 
greatest rate of infant mortality and general death rate, 
who must be safeguarde’. Authorities and officials had 
to deal very tenderly with the question in order to 
prevent substitutes being offered for milk which were a 
great deal worse than milk, even if the milk was not 
exactly clean. He agreed as to the necessity of annual 
registration for the present. He ventured to call it a 
license, because license was a better definition in the 
public mind. They ought to press for the annual 
licensing of the milk shops and dairies, which would of 
course make it a matter of routine that they should 
inspect these dairies every year. (Hear, hear). He 
thought that that should be impressed upon district 
councils. Although he stood for County Council 
Government he did not stand for usurping the work of 
the district authorities when the district authorities 
were carrying out their business. (Hear, hear). Taking 
a military analogy, the brigadier was not going to inter- 

fere with the regiment so long as the regiment was well 
managed. That was the position that the County 
Council should take up. The County Council should 
have a watchizg brief, and power to interfere and 
responsibility. (Hear, hear). With all this expert service 
they wanted as broad a basis of work as possible. Ifa 
veterinary inspector was appointed by a small district 
council, managed to a large extent by farmers. it was 
not giving the inspector suflicient security in his oftice 
or a sufticient outlook for his professional service. 
(Hear, hear). That service should be organised on a 
large basis. It would be necessary more and more to 
have a national service, just like a national service for 
the appointment to various posts to the Army and 
Navy (Hear, hear.) Inspectors should be appointed on 
a broad basis of national service, even if they were only 
part-timers. It must be a national service in which the 
inspectors should have complete scope and absolute 
freedom, and if they had, they would be able to attack a 
vast amount of work. (Applanse). 

Mr. A. H Arcuer, Southern Counties V.M.S., said 
he had perhaps unique opportunities of learning some- 
thing about this Tuberculosis Order—whether it was 
likely to be carried into effect, and to what extent it 
would affect owners of stock, as well as the veterinary 
profession generally. 

The PrResIDENT (interposing) said they were discuss- 
ing the Milk and Dairies Bill, not the Tuberculosis 
Order ; they must keep the two matters distinct. 

Mr. Arcner said the Milk and Dairies Bill would, of 
course, be at one with the Tuberculosis Order that was 
now in force. He might say that. he had a personal 
interview with the President of the Local Gove rnment 
Board with regard to it a little over two months since. 
He knew from the President’s personal observations 
that he was anxious to get any opinions that would 
assist him in what he (the speaker) might call the 
inevitable carrying out of the Milk and Dairies Bill 
when it became an Act of Parliament. No doubt some 
of the Inspectors who were now carrying out the Tuber- 
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culosis Order would also be inspectors under the Milk 
and Dairies Bill. They could run side by side, and he 
did not see how they were to be kept separate. The 
effect it was likely to have would be that in many cases 
the owner would be very much aggrieved, because when 
the Milk and Dairies Bill came into effect as soon as an 
animal was notified as suspicious of being subject to 
tuberculosis, the milk su oe must be stopped. That 
was more serious than the actual loss of the animal. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Under our present system it would take several days 
to decide whether an animal was tuberculous or not, 
and that, from the owner’s point of view, was a very 
serious matter, and he thought it was one that should 
receive consideration, and if anything could be devised 
to accelerate the decision of the inspectors it should be 
put before them. (Hear, hear.) He was sure the pro- 
moters were willing to welcome any sound practical 
advice that would advance the popularity and ease the 
working of the Order and the Bill. 

Mr. J. W. McInrosu, President, Central Veterinary 
Society, would like to thank Professor Penberthy and 
Mr. Ascott for the very excellent papers they had sub- 
mitted. He was an Inspector under the Act, and having 
been born and bred in agriculture, and an old student, 
he was much interested in the Bill. He thought they 
ought to recognise that nothing was more important 
than that farmers and milk sellers shou'd establish and 
maintain public confidence in the wholesomeness of 
what they produced. He was quite sure that all would 
concede that the legislature was justified in insisting on 
all reasonable steps to ensure that our milk supply was 
bought and sold under the best possible conditions. 
(Hear, hear.) Instead of tardily and reluctantly con- 
forming to any regulations which might from time to 
time be imposed upon them, they should welcome them. 
But such regulations should be thoughtfully considered 
and carefully applied ; they must be reasonable, and 
not calculated to harrass an already over-harrassed 
industry. (Hear, hear.) The success or otherwise of 
the Bill depended very largely on the support and 
loyalty of the producer and the amount of wisdom he 
credited to those who were to be entrusted with the 
carrying out of the provisions of the Bill. (Hear, hear.) 
In a deliberate policy of State interference it was im- 
perative that no undue restrictions were imposed, and 
no arbitrary powers placed in the hands of municipal 
authorities, which did not always possess sound and 
practical knowledge of the subject. If the authorities 
were to take a course which would make the production 
of milk more difficult or more costly he thought it would 
be unjust to the children of our great industrial centres. 
He did not mean that they should resist progress, but 
he meant that it was of great importance not to cause 
disturbance in the milk supply. (Hear, hear.) It was 
right to proceed cautiously, guided by common-sense 
and practical experience, not by force and theories. 

He was air in sympathy with the view that they 
should have whole-time veterinary inspectors. (Hear, 
hear.) In regard to compensation, he was quite sure 
that to deal with the matter of compensation in a 
narrow and illiberal spirit would not advance, but would 
greatly retard, the influence of legislation. None of 
them were friends of the tuberculous cow, but they 
surely did not want anybody to make a present of that 
animal tothe State. (Hear,hear.) If they did not give 
full compensation they would provoke obstruction, and 
he feared the result would not be entirely satisfactory. 
(Applause.) 

Dr. G. H. Garratt (Cheltenham) pointed out that 
the word “Inspectors” under the Order might have a 
complication of meanings. One hardly knew what it 
meant. It wasa matter of regret that in an Order of 
the Board of Agriculture they should mix up this word 
“Inspector.” One sort of inspector was referred to in 





connection with notification, and then there was the 
veterinary inspector: they should have called him the 
veterinary officer. However, that was a minor point. 
He was absolutely at one with Dr. Fremantle in recog- 
nising that they should all work together, and that if 
the thing was to be a success that must be so. (Hear, 
hear.) It was of great importance when there was any 
disagreement in any great public health department 
with regard to the appointment of a veterinary officer, 
he recognised it was a misfortune that a local council 
should appoint him, and especially in rural councils. 
Without security of tenure, that condition had been so 
unfortunate with regard to medical officers of health in 
that they could not be sufficiently independent. (Hear, 
hear.) They had to deal with farmers and other inter- 
ested persons whom they came in contact with as 
members of the Council. That was not desirable unless 
they were independent. (Hear, hear.) He was quite 
sure that the veterinary inspector, as well as the medical 
officer of health, must have security of tenure. This 
Bill was very much wanted. As _ medical officers of 
health they saw the great desirability of such a Bill, 
particularly with regard to registration ; the registration 
of dairies and milk shops in a town of any size was of 
immense importance. In Exeter, for instance, there 
would be some milk shops which ought to be registered 
in perpetuity in order to be kept purely sanitary ; that 
was the case in every town. There was no power to 
prevent the occupiers of little shops who wanted to add 
two or three shillings a week to their income by the sale 
of milk, becoming milk sellers. It was one of the best 
provisions of the Bill that: there should be registration 
or licensing annually, the license being given only to a 
suitable place and revoked if necessary. These things 
were of vital importance, and it was absolutely essen- 
tia] that medical officers and veterinary officers, and 
sanitary officers should all work together. He should 
say that the sanitary officer was the best to deal with 
the building, as he was best up in building construction, 
and he could write out the best notice giving details of 
the requirements. With regard to registration and 
licensing that would probably be for the sanitary officer 
and the medical officer of health to see to, but as to the 
condition of the cattle, the veterinary inspector’s ser- 
vices would be paramount, whilst as to the condition of 
the milk the services of the medical ofticer and the 
veterinary inspector would both be required. The 
duties were bound up together and could not be separa- 
ted anywhere, and therefore they would all have to work 
together very heartily. (Applause.) 

Mr. G. P. MALE said he had been extremely pleased 
to hear the graceful way in which the President’s 
address had been referred to by Dr. Fremantle and Dr. 
Garratt, which augured well for the future carrying out 
of this Milk and Dairies Bill. He felt certain that it 
could not be carried out properly unless there was co- 
operation between the veterinary surgeons and the 
medical officers of health. The Bull was not quite clear 
as to the exact position of the veterinary surgeon and 
the medical officer of health in regard to the inspection 
of cattle, and certainly some alteration should be made 
in the clause referred to by Mr. Ascott (Clause 2), in 
which power was given to the medical officer of health 
to inspect cattle if accompanied by a veterinary surgeon. 
(Hear, hear.) The medical officer has the power to 
inspect the cattle. He (the speaker) was sure the medi- 
cal officer would be the last to wish to go round and 
examine the cows’ udders and give an expert opinion. 
The Bill should be made more clear on that point. 
(Hear, hear.) He thought the Local Government Board 
had accepted an amendment by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons that it should be made perfectly 
plain that the veterinary officer inspects the cattle, and 
that his report should accompany that of the medical 
officer of health. Mr. Ascott seemed rather nervous 
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that the Bill would not be carried out in small rural 
areas. He (the speaker) thought there would not be 
much difficulty about that, the district councils carried 
out the provisions of this Bill, and the dairies have to 
be registered, so that they must be inspected before 
they were registered, and the Act must be put in force 
in that way. Then provision was made in the Bill for 
the County Council to take on the duties where the 
rural district councils had not carried them out. 
Of course, the proceedings must be gradual, and 
the dairyman must be given time in which to set his 
house in order. There was a useful clause in the Bill 
which allowed the landlords, under certain conditions, 
to pay the cost of such structural alterations as were 
necessary. He(the speaker) did not know whether the 
Tuberculosis Order and the Milk and Dairies Act would 
work as smoothly together as had been anticipated. He 
thought that possibly there might be some overlapping. 
Personally he thought it would have been better if the 
veterinary inspector under the Tuberculosis Order was 
also the inspector under the Milk and Dairies Bill. Any 
veterinary surgeon, according to the Bill, might be 
called in by the medical officer of health. He could 
go to a certain length in tracing a tuberculous animal, 
but he was not allowed to apply the tests, and he was 
not allowed to slaughter the cow. If he was not an 
inspector under the Tuberculosis Order an inspector 
would have to be called in. He (the speaker) did not 
know whether the inspector had to make the diagnosis 
over again, or whether he was to accept the first diag- 
nosis. The veterinary inspector under the Tubercu- 
losis Order was responsible to the County Council or 
the borough council, whereas the district councils 
would be responsible for this Bill when it became an 
Act. (Hear, hear). They had had a realistic description 
of the condition of some of the cowsheds. He hoped 
they were not as bad as the speakers made them out. 
(Voices : “ Worse.”) He noticed that a good many of 
his audience were from the South-West of England. 
He must say, in all fairness, that in the district he 
came from they did not see the bad condition which 
had been described here. He was sorry to hear it was 
even worse than that. He must say that farmers had 
not been averse to weli-considered regulations for the 
inspection of their dairies and their cows, so long as the 
regulations were carried out in a moderate spirit and 
were made to apply allover England. Before now they 
had had scattered Acts of Parliament which had been 
very drastic in certain districts, whereas other districts 
were allowed to go free, and now that they had, or 
‘were about to have, a Bill which they had asked for 
for a long time, he was sure they would all fall into line 
and carry out the spirit of the Act, if not the letter. 
(Hear, hear). 

Mr. Dunstan (Holsworthy) observed that the subject 
under discussion seemed to him to be a somewhat nebu- 
lous one. He thought it was the same relation to the 
various Acts of Parliament as one of the component 
bodies does to that galaxy of stars known as the milky 
way. (Laughter). Hedid not think that there was the 
least likelihood of the Milk and Dairies Bill being con- 
‘sidered this session, nor even next session. There was 
such an enormous amount of work before Parliament at 
present that such things as these had to slide. In fact, 
if one might prophecy the result of next year’s legis- 
lution, the first would be Home Rule, the second Dis- 
establishment, and the third something else: if they 
looked down the list at the “also ran’s” they would 
find the Milk and Dairies Bill. (Laughter).. The Bill 
had received the serious consideration of the Sub-Com- 
mitte of the Committee of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. The interests of the profession had 
been considered and they would be submitted to Parlia- 
ment when the time came. They need not fear but 





There appeared to be great trepidation in the minds of 
some people that there was going to be a good deal of 
friction between the medical officer of health and the 
veterinary officer. Personally, he did not see why this 
should be at all. If each stuck to his own sphere of 
work there was no reason why one should encroach on 
the other. Nobody would deny that the medical officer 
should give the final word as to what was fit for the 
food of man. But they would not care for the medical 
officer to come among their pigs and say what food was 
suitable forthem. Least ofall should he diagnose the 
disease and say whether it existed or not. All he could 
say was whether it was food fit for the consumption of 
man. One speaker had wondered whether Mr. Ascott 
was exaggerating as to the condition of the cowsheds in 
this part of England. He (the speaker) said emphatic- 
ally not. He thought Mr. Ascott had drawn it rather 
sailély. Those who were in the habit of going con- 
stantly among cows would see the absolute necessity of 
something being done to ensure greater cleanliness than 
at present existed in the cowsheds. There was no food, 
he was sure, produced under filthier conditions than 
milk. There was great need for something being done. 
(Hear, hear). 

Mr. J. A. Dixon (Leeds) observed that from all 
accounts the cowsheds in the south-west of England 
were in a bad condition. It would probably be news to 
gentlemen in the south that in the rural parts in the 
North no words could exaggerate the filthy and unsatis- 
factory condition of the cowsheds. Long observation of 
these holes of filth led him to think that annual 
licensing was required by law, under strict conditions. 
Why should the farmer be molly-coddled, and dry- 
nursed, and coaxed and persuaded, and rewarded with 
something in the way of compensation? Asa matter of 
expediency he would admit that at present it was 
almost essential to grant some compensation for the 
destruction of cows, but on principle he would not give 
the farmer a farthing. It was thirty-eight years since the 
Public Health Act came into force. Dases that time 
those who sold meat, and bread and other things had 
been looked after by the law. After thirty-eight years 
working of the Public Health Act they were going to 
reward the farmer for declining to sell a tuberculous 
animal. If a butcher was found with diseased meat on 
his premises he was liable to three months’ imprison- 
ment. He was not rewarded-for being good, and not 
dishonest to the general public. Why should the 
farmer? He (the speaker) saw scores of cows go up for 
sale with tuberculous udders. They came to his place 
from Scotland and from all the dairying districts of the 
North with huge tuberculous udders. How many 
hundreds of children consumed the milk of these cows ! 
Should the farmers be rewarded for having such cows 
destroyed? He said, No. The farmer should be given 
six months (laughter). Mr. McIntosh had remarkel 
that harsh measures would lead to obstruction of the 

sill. Let the farmers resist it. Their opposition must 
be broken down. If they would not do the right thing 
in the ordinary way, they must be made to doit. The 
Milk and Dairies Bill and the Tuberculous Order woul 
to a large extent overlap, but he rather thought when 
the Bill came into operation—if many of them shouk! 
live to see it—it would be found that the officers work - 
ing under the Milk and Dairies Act would do the work 
under the Tuberculosis Order, and would come in and 
clear up the débris. 

Mr. Ascort, in reply, said he was grateful to the 
medical officers for their sympathetic references to the 
veterinary profession, and for the cordial way in which 
they had welcomed the veterinary surgeons’ assistance, 
there was one point which he did not make clear, and 
that was that the farmer would object to anybody but 
the veterinary surgeon inspecting his cattle. That was 


that their interests would be thoroughly looked after.!a point that had been made at various meetings of 
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farmers. It was obviously the farmers point of view 
that he should have somebody who was an expert to 
examine his cattle. Another topic of discussion had been 
whether the expense should fall on the landlord or on the 
owner of the cow. Most of them were in favour of 
suavity as a mode of policy because of the great opposi- 
tion which an opposite policy would entail in the West. 
He was sorry to hear that the cowsheds were as bad in 
the North as they were in the West. He thought the 
trouble was not so acute in the North where the milk 
industry had not so many small holders as in the West, 
but apparently it was so. He had pointed out that 
many of these buildings were unsuitable and would have 
to be reconstructed, involving a large expenditure in the 
first instance. He agreed that they should help these 
farmers and dairymen to do the best for themselves and 
for the community in general. 








SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The third annual excursion took place on Friday 
July 11th, and like the two previous outings proved an 
unqualified success, and a merry party of membérs and 
their friends to the number of thirty-three, left Darling- 
ton by motor char-a-brac for Wensleydale, bent on a 
good day’s enjoyment, with a resolve to leave all care 
— worry of business behind for one day in the year at 
east. 

Joining the Great North Road about seven miles 
from Darlington, the village of Catterick was the first 
place of interest passed. This was a flourishing city in 
the time of the Saxons, and here the marriage of King 
Ethelred with the daughter of Offa, King of the Mer- 
cians was celebrated. It was destroyed during Danish 
outrages, and never regained its former greatness. 

Leaving Catterick the journey was made by way of 
Hornby Park, the seat of the Duke of Leeds, to Ley- 
burn, a distance of twenty-four miles from home, where 
the party were quite ready to do ample justice to an 
pron te lunch provided at the Golden Lion Hotel. 

After lunch some of the energetic ones had a walk 
along the famous terrace of rock known as Leyburn 
“Shawl,” and were fully repaid, for here the view 1s 
—- Immediately below is the river Ure winding 
boldly through the dale, and in front a wooded steep, 
crowned by the height of Pen Hill. Others paid avisit 
to the antique shop of Messrs. Horne and Sons, where 
many interesting curios were inspected. 

The ladies appeared to pay particular attention to old 
furniture, china, and clocks, but their persuasive powers 
had little avail upon their male companions, and it 
seemed as if that ear of the men next the lady had 
become suddenly hard of hearing when the prices of the 
articles fancied were named. 

The journey was now resumed to Aysgarth Falls, 10 
miles distant from Leyburn, and pleasant as had been 
the journey to Leyburn it was surpassed by the sur- 
roundings now passed. The sun shone down from an 
almost cloudless sky, the high hills were clearly marked 
out, hay making was in full swing, and those so em- 
ployed gave us a friendly cheer as we passed quickly on. 

Next we passed through Redmire, and one mile from 
here is Bolton Castle with massive walls which have 
stood for nearly 700 years. This ancient stronghold is 
chiefly memorable as having held as prisoner Mary 
asa of Scots, and the room in which she was kept is 
shown to visitors, 

On reaching Aysgarth Falls the more active ones 
climbed the rocks and walked on to the village, when a 
good old-fashioned tea, such as can only be obtained 
in Yorkshire, was partaken of. 


The return journey was made along the opposite side 
of the river to that we had previously passed along, and 
Leyburn was soon reached. Here we altered our 
journey home and went by way of Richmond, arriving 

ack to Darlington at 8.30, in ample time for some of 
the members to catch their trains home. 

Before breaking up three hearty cheers were given to 
to the chauffeur, in whose capable hands all had felt 
perfectly safe. 

J. H. Taytor, Hon. Sec. 








ANNUAL DINNER OF 
Tue NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual dinner of the Association, the first under 
the new régime, was held at the Trocadero on Tuesday 
evening, Mr. W. Hunting, President, occupied the Chair. 
Nearly a hundred members and guests were present, 
amongst whom* were Sir John and Lady M‘Fadyean, 
Mr. J. H. Carter, President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, Miss Hunting, Miss Carter, Maj.- 
General F. Smith, c.p., Mr. Thomas McRow, R.A.s.E., 
Mr. J. Abson, Mr. N. Almond, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Begg, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Blackhurst, Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, 
Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary, R.C.V.S., Mr. J. B. 
Buxton, Mr. and Mrs. W.S. Carless, Mr. W. Roger 
Clarke, Mr. D. Gladstone Davies, Mr. and Mrs. Davis, 
Prof. J. Dunstan, Mr. R. J. Foreman, Mr. W. J. Fore- 
man, Mr. H. Gray, Mr. F. W. Garnett, s.p., Mr. W. L. 
Harrison, Prof. F. Hobday, Mr. P. J. Howard, Mr. R. 
Hughes, Mr. Fred Hunting, Mr. R. C. Irving, Mr. 
Alexander Lawson, Mr.G.H. Locke, Mr. J. W. Mce- 
Intosh, Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. H. A. MacCormack, Mr. 
P. J. Mullane, Mr. and Mrs. C. Pack, Capt. Rees-Mogg, 
Prof. E. Brayley Reynolds, Mr. and Mrs. 8S. H. Slocock, 
Mr. P. J. Simpson, Mr. and Mrs. F.G.Samson, Mr. 
T. C. Toope, Mr. George Thatcher (Solicitor, R.C.V.S.), 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Mr. J. Willett, and Mr. W. 
Woods. 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyEan, in proposing “The United 
Services,” paid a tribute to the Navy, Army, and Terri- 
torial Forces. The Navy, he said, had glorious tradi- 
tions behind it, and the only fault apparently that could 
be found, even by Continental critics, with the Army 
was its smallness. 

Capt. REEs-Moce, in responding, referred to the work 
done by Major-General Smith, especially during the 
time he was Director-General of the A.V.D. He was 
sorry the Army Veterinary Department was not better 
represented at the dinner, and he expressed the hope 
that parents would see the advantage of their sons 
going into the Army, because although diseases in 
animals were becoming extinct in this country, members 
of the Army Veterinary Department had an opportunity 
in other countries of coming into contact with all the 
diseases under the sun. 

Mr. McRow (Secretary of the R.A.S.E.) proposed 
“The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,” and said 
there had been a great advance in veterinary science 
since the Charter was obtained by the R.C.V.S. Hedid 
not take a gloomy view of the future of the profession, 
because, although the horse seemed to be disappearing, 
other animals continued to flourish, and as years went 
on, the services of veterinary surgeons would be required 
as much as ever they had been. The intelligent owners 
of live stock to-day were more ready to take the advice 
of the veterinary surgeon than they had been in the 


had had a very close connection with veterinary science 
for many years, and, having regard to the great impor- 








| *A complete list was not available. 





past. He was connected with an Institution which 
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tance of the veterinary practitioner to the breeder of 
live stock, he believed that connection would long con- 
tinue. Veterinary science had dealt in the past with a 
great many diseases, especially cattle plague and pleuro- 
pneumonia. He was old enough to remember Mr. 
Simonds, who went to Russia in connection with the 
cattle plague, and he had lived sutticiently long to see 
Sir John M‘Fadyean going to India in connection with 
foot-and-mouth disease. In conclusion, he said he 
yielded to no man in sincere appreciation of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and he coupled with the 
toast the name of its President, Mr. J. H. Carter. 

Mr. CARTER, in responding, referred to the valuable 
aid rendered to the College by its Secretary, Mr. 
Bullock, who had done, and was doing, a great deal for 
the College, and thus for the benefit of the profession. 
He thought no profession had made more rapid advance 
in the last decade than the veterinary profession, and 
that was all the more creditable when it was remem- 
bered that that advance had been made without outside 
aid. A little more help from Government would be 
appreciated. Veterinary surgeons had every reason to 
be proud of their profession, although small it was pro- 
gressive. Unfortunately the College was wretchedly 

r financially, as was shown at the last Council meet- 
ing, when the Treasurer explained that the liabilities 
were £227, and the assets only £27. Unfortunately, at 
present, students were falling off, the reduction during 
the last year amounting to 34 per cent. Consequently 
there was one-third less revenue now than there was 
seven years ago. It had been said that the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. was an ornamental Council, but as a 
matter oi fact it was a hard-working body. During the 
last year it had been very busy. The whole of the Bye- 
laws had been revised, and in no case had the revision 
involved the introduction of any question of principle. 
A special Committee had been appointed to revise the 
Regulations governing the Fellowship Degree, and to 
draw up regulations for the institution of a new Post- 
graduate Diploma in Veterinary State Medicine, for 
which a new Supplementary Charter would be needed, 
and steps would shortly be taken in that direction. 
The Registration Committee, which was composed of 
the whole of the Council, had been occupied in consider- 
ing cases of unprofessional conduct on the part of mem- 
bers, and also of the illegal use of the title of “ Veteri- 
nary Surgeon” by unqualified men. During the last 
twelve months over 80 cases had been dealt with ; 
prosecutions were instituted in eleven cases, and con- 
victions obtained in ten, only one case being dismissed. 
The Parliamentary Committee had had under con- 
sideration many Public and Private Bills affecting 
professional interests, and under the energetic 
Chairmanship of Mr. Garnett, had closely watched all 
matters that might interfere with the rights of the pro- 
fession. There were two Bills especially, the Milk and 
Dairies Bill and the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Bill, 
and certain amendments had made it clear that any 
inspection of cattle must be conducted by qualified 
veterinary surgeons only. He was pleased to see that 
the Dogs Protection Bill had been thrown out. Mr. 
Garnett and the Secretary gave evidence on behalf of 
the College before the Departmental Committee on the 
Public Veterinary Services, and the Committee had 
made certain recommendations, amongst them being 
that students possessing a suitable science degree should 
be granted exemption of one year in the four years 
necessary to qualify as a veterinary surgeon; that twelve 
scholarships should be offered each year of an annual 
value of £80 tenable at a Veterinary College for three 
omg and that scholarships of an annual value of not 
ess than £100 and not exceeding £150 should be 
offered each year to enable qualified veterinary surgeons 
to undertake advance study and laboratory work at 
suitable institutions. The veterinary profession was 
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| not yet dead—in spite of the advent of motor traction. 


In 1911 there were in Great Britain 1,500,000 horses, 
26,000,000 sheep, 7,000,000 cattle, 3,000,000 pigs and 
2,000,000 dogs, the total number of these animals being 
nearly equal to the human population of the British 
Isles.. Those’ figures showed that there was plenty of 
work for the veterinary surgeon, and he thought there 
never was a brighter prospect for the profession than 
there was at the present time. In conclusion he alluded 
with regret to the fact that during the last twelve 
months the profession had lost four Past-Presidents of 
the National Association, Mr. Bower, Mr. Hedley, Mr. 
Faulkner, and Mr. Roberts, and two other old members, 
Mr. McGavin and Col. Steele. Every veterinary sur- 
geon regretted their loss and the Association was the 
poorer by their deaths. 

Dr. McCatu proposed “The National Veterinary 
Medical Association.” He said the Association had 
done a very good work for the veterinary profession in 
the country for a great number of years, and now that 
the Veterinary Societies were affiliated with the Asso 
ciation he was sure it would do even better work than 
it had done in the past. There was one point he 
wished particularly to direct attention to, and that 
was the advisability of the younger men coming for- 
ward. During all the years he had attended the meet- 
ings of the Association it had been very seldom his 
privilege to hear a paper from a young member of the 
profession, most of the papers having been read by old 
and experienced members. He thought it was time 
that state of affairs was altered, and that the younger 
men came forward. It was, however, very difficult to 
obtain new recruits for that purpose, owing partly to the 
fact that they were subjected to a very strong fire of 
criticism, and he had come to believe that if the Asso- 
ciation was to continue to do the good it had done in 
the past there ought to be a law that the discussions 
should be of a more friendly nature, and men who 
criticised a paper ought to look lightly at its faults, 
and give the reader more credit for the strong points. 

The PRESIDENT, in rising to respond, was received 
with great cheering and musical honours. He agreed 
with Prof. McCall that the younger men did not take a 
more prominent position in the Society, but he did not 
agree that it was becanse they were afraid of criticism. 
He would not give much for a man who was afraid of 
being criticised. There was an. old friend of his who 
was supposed at the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
to put the fear of God into every man who read a paper 
there, but that gentlemen had never put any fear into 
him. He joined with Prof. McCall in asking the 
young men to come forward and take their proper share 
in the burden of the Association. It was the thirty-first 
gathering of the Association and he wanted to claim 
for it that during those 31 years it had contributed a 
good deal to veterinary knowledge, not only in original 
work, but in correcting many erroneous opinions. 

Alluding to the International Veterinary Congress to 
be held next year, he said it had been decided by the 
Association to take a part in that Congress and only to 
hold a formal meeting of the Association so as not to 
conflict with the Congress meetings. He paid a tribute 
to officers of the Association, without whom he con- 
sidered the Presidents would make a very poor show ; 
in fact he declared that Mr. Harrison was the man who 
really ought to have the chief credit for running the 
meeting this year, and all the credit for the dinner. 
(Hear, hear). {That was probably all the reward he 
would get. (Laughter). 

Mr. T. C. Toore proposed the toast of “ The Guests,” 
this was responded to Mr. George Thatcher. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE proposed “ The Ladies,” and in 
the course of his remarks suggested that the ladies of 
any locality in which the National Association met 
should band themselves together to entertain the 
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lady visitors when the men were engaged in the 
meetings. 

Mr. Frep Buttock (Secretary R.C.V.8.) in returnin 
thanks on behalf of the ladies, humorously expresse 
their gratitude for the hearty manner in which the 
toast had been proposed and received. He emphasised 
the necessity in these days of ladies themselves reply- 
ing to the toast, and he asked the officials in future 
to place a lady’s name on the list to reply for her 
own sex. 





DruGs AND INSTRUMENTS. 


There was the customary display in connection with 
the meetings of the National Society, in the Library 
of the Royal Society of Arts--a good room, well lighted, 
and conveniently situated on the ground floor, facing 
the entrance, and it was visited by a good percentage 
of the members present at the meetings. 


Messrs. WiLLows, FrRANcis, BuTLER, and THOMPSON 
had, as usual, a well displayed stand, showing most of 
their now familiar preparations. One of the recent 
additions is “ Vermifugen” for dog practice. It con- 
tains Santonin and Chenopodium, and is put up in 
liquid and in capsules. Other preparations on show 
were Black-leg vaccine, which steadily incréases in 
favour: Gelatine-coated horse balls; Iodotan (iodine and 
tannic acid) ; Formogen—a small pocket lamp for use 
in formaldehyde disinfection of stables, etc.; and Arseni- 
cal tablets for internal parasites in sheep. 


Messrs. C.J. Hewietr & Son were showing their 
“Unique” horse balls; “Magnum” pessaries in nine 
preseesyeeene. a full series of soluble tablets (“‘Soltabs ”) 

yds. perchlor. et biniod.—these are made to a number 

prescriptions ; “ Paraphroxia,” analgesic and cathartic. 

urex,” a non-greasy cream for eczema and irritable 
skins in dogs and cats : “ Pelletiernine,” a vermifuge for 
sheep and lambs, stated to give excellent results ; 
“ Antiseptigen,” (poison) a liquid antiseptic and resol- 
vent, of use for splints, curbs, capped elbows, etc. 
Recent additions are their Super-lactique teat bougies, 
made the size and thickness of a milk syphon, and with 


oO 
“ 


a fine cord running through each, so that the undissolved | - 


portion may be removed as required, useful for 
injured teats, or after operating on a blind teat; and 
their “Special green blister.” They were also showing 
milk fever outfits (metal cylinder), hypodermic syringes, 
etc., in several convenient forms. 


Messrs. Hutsu & Co., of 12 Red Lion Square, London, 
exhibited in addition to their usual good display of 
Veterinary Instruments, the necessary equipment for 
Veterinary Inspectors, including a fine Microecope, 
Water and Hand Centrifuges, Micro Slides of Milk 
Smears showing Tubercle, and the parasites of various 
animals. Pasteur Vaccines and Sera, Blacklegine, 
Vergotinine (the successful remedy for broken wind), 


Beach’s Thermo Cautery, The Massagette (for rubbing 


in lotions, etc.),and other specialities. 


Messrs. ParKE, Davis & Co. showed, besides most 
of their standard preparations, the recently introduced 
“ Phylacogens” for veterinary use, described as “ sterile 
aqueous solutions of metabolic substances generated by 
bacteria grown in artificial media: the bacteria-free 
filtrate containing suitable preservatives constitutes the 
He arin The process was originated by Dr. A. F. 
Schafer (California). The two which have n tested 
are Pneumonia phylacogen and Mixed infection phy- 
lacogen, and satisfactory tests are reported. Also 
canine distemper vaccine, prophylactic, in sets of three 
bulbs ; and curative, in sets of six bulbs. The prophy- 
lactic is a polyvalent vaccine pared from several 
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in addition, cultures of Staph. albus and aureus, Strept. 
pyogenes of canine origin. Formidine: a isesal 
antiseptic, for internal or external use, “ more effective 
than iodoform and almost odourless. It may be used 
as a dusting powder, moist gauze or ointment: and 
internally as an intestinal antiseptic in conditions de- 
pending on infection or fermentation.” It is stated 
to contain 56 per cent.iodine, with condensation products 
of salicylic acid and formaldehyde : and to have stood 
the test of delicate operations in human surgery. 


Messrs. BurrouGHs, WELLCoME, & Co. were showing 
a series of veterinary sera and vaccines, as well as 
numerous other preparations, including Tuberculin, 
Mallein, Tetanus antitoxic serum (veterinary); Anti- 
colon-bacillus (canine), Anti-streptococcus serum, 
Pyogenes (canine); Anti-streptococcus serum, Strangles; 
and a series of vaccines. Also a large selection of 
“ Tabloids.” 


Messrs. ARNOLD & Sons had a fine show of instru- 
ments, most of which are known in the profession. One 
of the more recent additions is a Milk Fever Syringe, 
all metal, the rubber pump being replaced by a metal 
syringe with a aatal piston, and metal tubing—-the 
whole of the apparatus can be boiled. Another was the 
Tattooing apparatus for use on the gums of horses, as 
in use at Aldershot ; and a third a powerful Castrating 
instrument for use on bulls—an Italian suggestion—by 
which the dependent scrotum with the testicles are re- 
moved together by means ofa pair of fine crushing edges 
with powerful levers. 


THe ANGLO-AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL Co., Lrp., 
handling Huxley’s Pharmaceutical Products, make a 
feature of putting up certain of their numerous prerara- 
tions with the name and address of the customer on the 
label ; one of these, a medicated shampoo powder for 
canines, might prove popular in some directions. Their 
chief item to-day is Huxley’s antiseptic plasma dressing, 
for treating inflammation, congestion and wound sur- 
gery in animals. This alsois put up without maker's 
name. They issue an illustrated list, and their address 
is 59 Dingwall Road, Croydon. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 


At the Examinations in Edinburgh held on 
July 12th, the following gentlemen passed their 
Final Examination, and were registered members 
of the R.C.V.S. ;— 


Mr. James Conner. 
Mr. Ronald Scott Little. 





Veterinary Carbolic Oil. 


Carbolic oil, veterinary or other, should be made with 
the crystalized carbolic acid. A clear solution is always 
obtained in this way. 

If the liquefied carbolic acid is used, the product is 
not only opaque and requires to be shaken before use, 
but the strength of the carbolic oil made with it is 
lower, since the liquefied carbolic acid contains only 
or of phenol in 99. Doubtless it is often made 
with the liquefied acid for convenience, but it is not 
right to do so, even if the strength is made up. The 
fact that stock labels recommend the bottle to be shaken 





strains of B. bronchosepticus. he curative contains, 


is nothing to go by.— Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 
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d found affected on post-mortem examination. 
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ly. * Ac Diseased or Exposed to Lafection 


Does Bri. 


The Committee met again on July 23rd and decided 
not to proceed with the Bill, in view of the deadlock 
reached at the meeting on July 16th and of the advice 
given by the Speaker, who had been consulted on the 
situation. 


The Suggested Cattle Testing Station 
in Scotland. 


Mr. Runciman attended a meeting of Scottish cattle 
breeders in the Highland and Agricultural Showyard, 
Paisley, to discuss the question of establishing in Scot- 
land a cattle testing station on the lines of that being 
established at Pirbright, in Surrey. Opinion north of 
the Tweed is sharply divided on the point, the breeders 
of Ayrshire cattle having ranged themselves in strong 
opposition to the movement. The attitude of the south- 
western counties is difficult to reconcile with the keen 
business instincts of the farmers of that district, as it 
implies a short-sighted view of the situation and de- 
fective appreciation of the issues involved. There are 
certain drawbacks to the proposition, the chief of which 
is the risk of contamination associated with the bring- 
ing together for a stated period of animals from widely 
separated areas ; but the dangers are no greater to Ayr- 
shire than to other cattle, and it would be unfortunate 
if the expected benefits were to be denied to the sup- 

rters of other breeds merely to palliate exaggerated 
ideas of the disadvantages in one district. 

Mr. Runciman, in a careful review of the situation, 
met the objections effectively. He set aside the ques- 
tiog of expense with the remark that, although the cost 
of quarantine might be high in proportion to the ave- 





rage 
and t 


“ges of an Ayrshire, the latter was rising steadily, 
e upward movement would be accelerated by the 
security which the testing station would give to the 


buyer. He had more sympathy with the suggestion of 
risk from infectious disease, but he did not think they 
need worry very much about the danger regarding foot 

and-mouth disease, and in any case owners of the ‘Tower- 

priced Ayrshires incurred a smaller risk than breeders of 
Shorthorns and other animals of higher value. The 
President of the Board of Agriculture hoped that the 
breeders of Ayrshires would reconsider their position in 
the light not only of tuberculosis, but all other diseases 
which. might affect their opportunities when they went 
abroad. He was not a partisan for or against testing 
stations, and in whatever course he should ‘take he would 
be actuated only by a desire to help the export trade of 
both Scotland and England.—7he 7'imes. 


Tuberculosis in France—Notification. 

At Tuesday’s silting of the Academy of Medicine the 
motion of Dr. Roux, Director of the Pasteur Institute, 
to recommend the Government to make the notification 
of tuberculosis compulsory, was finally adopted by a 
large majority. The motion declared that it was in the 
interests of the public that every case of recognized 
tuberculosis should be compulsorily notified so soon as 
the diagnosis was established. It insisted that the 
notification to be made to the sanitary officer should 
be regarded as a professional secret and that the autho- 
rities should undertake, once notification has been 
made, to provide assistance both for the diseased persons 
and for their families, if necessitous. 

It is estimated that nearly one-seventh of the deaths 
in France are due to this scourge.— 7'he Times, 
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The Jewish Method of Slaughtering. 


It may be recalled that a Shochet at Halifax was 
recently convicted for killing an animal according to the 
Jewish rites, and thus, it was alleged, causing it un- 
necessary pain and suffering. An appeal was thereupon 
lodged, and the result has been the squashing of the 
conviction by the High Court on the ground that 
Shechita is not more cruel than other methods of slaugh- 
ter. We would go further and say, unhesitatingly, that 
it is positively far less cruel and infinitely less brutal. 
Against the windy declamation of anti-Shechita enthus- 
iasts may now be set the considered judgment of an 
important Canadian Court. This is a development 
worth obtaining. It is significant that places so far 
apart and widely divergent in character as Nova Scotia 
and Finland should within a few weeks have stamped 
upon the mischevious anti-Shechita agitation.— Jewish 
Chronicle. 





Proposed Veterinary Department: for 
Edinburgh. 

It was agreed at a meeting of the Public Health 
Committee of Edinburgh Town Council on Tuesday, 
July 20th, to remit to a joint committee of the Public 
Health and Warkets Committees a motion by Councillor 
Bruce Lindsay as to the desirability of setting up a 
separate veterinary department for the city under a 
duly qualified veterinary inspector, and of transferring 
to said department the veterinary inspectors at present 
in the medical ofticer of health’s department. A letter 
from Mr. A. M. Trotter, Association of Veterinary 
Officers of Health, Glasgow, with reference to the 
advisability of creating a veterinary department to deal 
with the supervision of the meat and milk supply of the 
city was similarly dealt with.—V.B.A. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 25. 
ReGuLAR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Capt. L. Danels is seconded for service with the 
Egyptian Army. Dated June 20. 
July 29. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Lieut. T. W. Lloyd to be Capt. Dated July 3. 


Personal. 


The Corporation of London have consented to Mr. T. 
DuNLop YouNG, M.R.C.V.S., visiting the chilled beef and 
frozen meat establishments of Argentina at the request 
of the Argentine Government. With reliable know- 
ledge of all the facts—economic, scientific, and commer- 
cial—before them, we believe that the question of the 
re-admission of Argentine cattle to this country will 
assume a totally different aspect from that it now 
presents.— Meat T'rades’ Journal. 


OBITUARY 

WituiamM Mark REEMAN, M.R.C.V.S., Bury St. Edmunds 
Graduated, Lond : 1887. 

Mr. Reeman died on Sunday, July 20th, from pneu- 
monia. Aged 5] years. 
Str Ricnarp PowEtt Cooper, Bart., M.R.C.V.s., Queen’s 
Own Royal Yeomanry Cavalry, Lichfield. . 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1868. 
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from double pneumonia, of Sir Richard Powell Cooper, 
of Shenstone. 
tural Show at Wolverhampton last Wednesday, and 
introduced a deputation from Lichfield asking that next 
year’s exhibition should be held there.” 
caught a chill, but the next day left Lichfield for 


He attended the Staffordshire Agricul- 


He then 


Berkhamsted. On arrival at Berkhamsted, however, 


he was taken seriously ill and proceeded to_White Hill, 


the residence of his son-in-law, Major R. M. Foot, 
where he died. Sir Richard, who was born in 1847, 
was the only child of Mr. Henry Cooper, of Clunbury, 
Aston-on-Clun, Shropshire. He was a member of 
the firm of Messrs. Cooper and Nephews, chemical 
manufacturers and exporters of pedigree live stock. 
Sir Richard Cooper had large agricultural interests. 
He farmed over 2,000 acres of his own land in England, 
mostly in Staffordshire, where he had his chief residence 
at Shenstone Couit, Lichfield, but he also owned great 
possessions in land and livestock in almost every conti- 
nent—in Australia, South Africa, Russia, the Argentine, 
and Paraguay. At Shenstone he kept a large herd of 
pure-bred Shorthorn cattle, as well as crossbred stock, 
a famous flock of Shropshire sheep, and large black 
Berkshire and Yorkshire pigs. His slo were managed 
on sound business principles, crop production and stock- 
raising being adjusted on the system of mixed farming 
that constitutes the highest form of economic hus- 
bandry. 
It was his enterprises in the opening up of new 
countries that made Sir Richard Cooper so prominent in 
the work of making known abroad the qualities of 
British breeds for improving the native types. One of 
the keenest and shrewdest business men of his time, he 
was constantly on the look-out for new markets for our 
highly-bred stock, and Sir Richard had an intense love 
of country pursuits, not as hobbies merely, for he was a 
firm believer in the doctrine that all things of a com- 
mercial nature should be made to pay. The amount and 
value of his public work will probably never be known, 
for he shunned publicity. It is an open secret that it 
was he who came to the rescue of the Royal Agricultural 
Society, a body of which he had long been a council 
member, when the Park Royal venture failed, with a 
guarantee to bear any loss incurred in the first few years 
if the migratory show system were resumed. The re- 
sumption of the prize farm competitions was also due to 
his generosity in providing the prizes until the Society 
was in a position to take over the full responsibility. 
In other ways his tireless energy, shrewd initiative, and 
generosity were given freely and always with advantage 
to the cause of agriculture. 
Sir Richard married, in 1872, Elizabeth Anne, who 
surves him, daughter of Mr. Elias Ashmole Ashmall, of 
Hammerwich, Lichfield. His elder son, Richard 
Ashmole, who sueceeds to thé baronetcy, is the member 
for Walsall; Sir Richard also leaves another son, William 
Francis, and three daughters. 

The funeral will take place at Berkhamsted Parish 
Church on Saturday at 2 p.m., leaving White Hill at 
1.45 p.m.— The Times. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 
Sir, 

At the present moment there seems to be some doubt as 
to who should be inspectors under the Tuberculosis Act. 
Allow me to inform all those who acted in the above capacity 
before the County Councils came into force that they 
become veterinary inspectors of the Council. 

Should the Council consider any existing office unneces- 
sary they will have power to abolish the office, but the 
officer will be entitled to compensation. All existing veter- 
inary practitioners please note, especially ‘‘ Scrutator.’’ 
—Yours truly, 





We regret to have to announce the death, which 
occurred on Wednesday, July 30, at Berkhamsted 


July 28th. ExistInG PRACTITIONER. 
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